CHAPTER 7
The Han Empire:
Why Was It Crucial for China's History?

Ee borders of the Han Empire somewhat resemble those of modern
China. The Han dynasty, which began in 202 B.c. when a rebel named
Liu Bang overthrew the Qin ralers and seized their throne, lasted four
hundred years. But by resurrecting the ancient Chinese philosophical
classics and establishing their ideas a§ the fundamentals on which the
covernment of imperial China rested, the Han dynasty left an indeli-
ble mark on the Chinese people and their culture. For example, the
Chinese ever since have called themselves “the Han.”

The Han period was one of great prosperity. Trade in silk, wax,
and cloth helped raise living standards to new highs. Efficient agri-
cultural production allowed Han China to feed the world’s largest
population.

To govern the state, the Han emperors selected men who had
passed a series of examinations in order to qualify for the civil ser-
vice. Rather than depend on unreliable aristocrats, the Han wanted
the most talented people to fill their bureaucracy. Begun in 124 B.C.,
this examination system lasted until the early twentieth century. The
writings of Confucius and of Confucian scholars were among the
most important subjects tested in these examinations.

In reading the selections that follow, focus your attention on the
ways in which the Han emperors sought and maintained power, on
who assisted them in governing, and on the political ideas on which
they based their authority. Ask yourself: What were the forces that
made Han China a stable society? What factors undermined its sta-
bility? And was this a just society?
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SELECTION 1:

= a0 Zu

FROM THE STONE AGE TO 1500

"‘E‘;”_S selection is taken from an account by the most important ancient
Chinese historian, Sima Quan, who became the court historian in 108 B.C.
His dynastic histories provided a model for all later Chinese historians’
writings about their nation's past. He opens his story with the revolution
against the Qin that brought Liv Bang to power. On becoming the ruler,
Liu Bang adopted the name of “the Gao Zu emperor” After quoting from
Litt Bang's exhortation to his supporters, Sima Quan then details the
nany wars that the new emperor fought to consolidare his position.

iy

Tge world has long suffered beneath Qin,
Now, though you men of Pei should guard the
city for the sake of the magistrate, the other no-
bles who have risen in rebellion will join in mas-
sacring the inhabitants of the city. If you will
unite and do away with the magistrate, select
from among your sons a worthy man to be your
leader, and declare yourselves with the other no-
bles, then your homes and families shall all be
spared. But if you do not, you will all be massa-
cred without further ado!™

The elders then led the young men and togeth-
er they murdered the magistrate of Pei, opened the
city gates, and welcomed Gao Zu. They wished to
make him magistrate, but Gao Zu announced,
“The world leday is in chaos with the nobles ris-
ing up everywhere. If you do not make a wise
choice of a leader now, you will be cut down in
one stroke and your blood will drench the earth. Jt
is not that I care for my own safety, but only that
I fear my abilities are not sufficient o insure your
welfare. This is a most serious business. 1 beg you
to consult once more among yourselves and sclect
someone who is tuly worthy”

Xiao He, Cao Can, and the other civil officials
were concerned for their own safety and, fearful
that if they assumed leadership and the undertak-

Records of the Grand Historian of China: The Shih Chi of Ssu-ma
Chr'ien, Burton Waison, trans., 3 vols. (New York: Columbia Uni-
versity Press, 1961), vol. 1, pp. 82-83.

ing proved unsuccessful, Qin would exterminate
their families, they all yielded in favor of Gao Zu.
Then alf the elders announced, “For a long time
we have heard of the strange and wonderful hap-
penings and the predictions of greatness concern-
ing Liu Ji. Moreover, when we divine by the tor-
toise and milfoil, we find that no one receives
such responses as Liu Jil”

With this, Gao Zu declined several times but,
since 110 one else dared to accept the position, he
allowed himself to be made governor of Pei. He
then performed sacrifices to the Yellow Emperor
and to the ancient warrior Chi Yu in the district
office of Pei and anointed his drums with the
blood of the sacrifice. All his flags and banners he
had made of red. Because the old woman had said
that it was the son of the Red Emperor who had
killed the snake, the son of the White Emperor, he
decided to honor the color red in this fashion.

The young men and distinguished officials
such as Xiao He, Cao Can, Fan Kuai, and others
gathered together for him a band of two or three
thousand men of Pei and attacked Hu-ling and
Fang-vii. They then returied and guarded the city
of Feng.

In the second year of the Second Emperor [208
B.C.] Chen She’s general Zhou Wen marched
west with his army as far as Xi and then returned.
Yan, Ahou, Qt, and Wei all set up their own kings
and Xiang Liang and Xiang Yu began their upris-
ing in Wu.
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Qin’s overseer in the province of Su River, a
man named Ping, led a force of troops and sur-
rounded Feng for two days. The governor of Pei
marched out of the city and fought and defeated
him. Then, ordering Yong Chi to guard Feng, he
led his troops to Xi. The magistrate of Su River,
Zhuang, was defeated at Xi and fled to Qi where
the governor Pel’s marshal of the left captured
and killed him. The governor of Pei returned and
camped in the district of Gang, proceeding as far
as Fang-yu. Zhou Sht had arrived to attack Fang-
yu, but had not yet engaged in battle. (Zhou Shi

SELECTION 2:

was a man of Wei who had been sent by Chen
She to seize the area.)

After reading this selection, consider these
questions:
1. How did the Gao Zu emperor assume
the leadership of the rebellion agains
the Qin? ‘
. What are the dangers of calling for a
revolution?
3. Why were so many wars required for
the Gao Zu emperor {o come (0 power?

o]

iing China required a civil service with sufficient lmowledge 1o ac-

complish all the tasks thar the emperor expected of its members. The sys-
tem followed a strict and elaborate hierarchy, for the Chinese were very
sensitive to status. The imperial examination system was meani 1o provide
the best qualified men for appointment to office. Two modern historians

explain how it worked,

¢ position of the official class is illustrated in
the Chinese histories. From these writings a pic-
ture of a highly complex civil service emerges; one
in which grade and privilege were protected and
revered. The structure of government provided for
the steady promotion of the official from a junior
to senior post, and with their gradual rise through
the hierarchy they duly incurred further privileges,
benedlls and dignity. The official view of the offi-
cial is described thus in an edict of 144 B.C.: “Now
the officials are the teachers of the people. Tt is
proper ihat their carriages and quadriges [chariots
drawn by four horses], their ¢lothes and robes
should correspond to their dignity.”

The edict then goes on to describe at length

Edmund Capon and William Macquitiy, Princes of Jade {London:
Sphere Books, 1973). pp. 64-56.

precisely how the carriages of officials of each
grade should be painted. For example: “We order
that on carriages of important officials ranked a¢
iwo thousand piculs [a variable weight measure,
usually about 133 1b, which represented the an-
nual stipend, in grain, of the officials] both side
screens should be painted vermilion; and on
those of officials whose positions are ranked
from one thousand to six hundred piculs the left
screen only should be vermilion.” This same
edict goes on to say that any official who “departs
into the hamlets™ not garbed according to his
rank should be reported to the Liewtenant Chan-
cellor who “shall beg the throne 1o order him to
be punished.”

One of the major problems facing Gao Zu was
finding enough officials to operate the ever-
expanding government machine. In 196 B.C., he
issued an edict to senior officials of the states and
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commanderies throughout the kingdom request-
ing that they should send likely candidates to the
capital for examination. The Han Shu records:

Now 1, by the spiritual power of heaven,
and by my capable gentlemen and high offi-
cials have subjugated and possess the Em-
pire and made it into one family. I wish it to
be enduring so that generation after genera-
tion should worship at my ancestral temple.
Capable persons have already shared with
me in its pacification. Should it be that any
capable persons are not to share together
with me in its comfort and its benefits? If
there are any capable gentlemen or sirs who
are willing to follow and be friends with me,
I can make them honorable and illustrious.

This was also a useful way for the Emperor to
gain widespread loyalties by drawing upon
people from all regions to staff his government.

These, in broad terms, were the principles of
sovernment instituted by the first Emperor of
Han. The system derived substantially from the
preceding Qin, and was to change very little for
the next two thousand years. Its two principal
characteristics became permanent features of
Chinese society. First, there was the status of the
officials, that favored elite, educated in the Clas-
sics, virtuous, worthy and held in the highest re-
gard as the representatives of the Emperor. The
officials formed a hierarchy quite distinct from
the aristocracy, men like Prince Liu Sheing, who
ruled the enfeoffed states and kingdoms, which
were the hereditary possessions of privileged
lines. In the Late Zhou period the Chiin-izu had
been apn inherited position, which ne doubt
caused the irreconcilably reactionary attitudes
adopted by them at that time. But the Han con-
tinued in the Qin tradition of appointment and
promotion through examination.

In spite of Gao Zu’s initial dislike of Confu-
cianism he instituted a system of government
through professional scholars of which Confu-
cius himself would have heartily approved. As
the Han government and institutions became es-
tablished an official class developed and with i,
certain benefits accrued to official families. For
example, opportunities arose for the advance-

FROM THE STONE AGE TO

1500

ment of their sons into an official government po-
sition which would not be so easily available to
the commoner.

As the general wealth of the Han Empire in-
creased so there emerged a social class new (o
China, the merchants, traders and businessmen.
However they were by no means accorded the
status and dignity of the scholar-official—a sure
sign of the impact of the Confucian ideal. The
position of the merchant in Barly Han society is
made clear in an Imperial edict of 199 B.c. during
the reign of Gao Zu. It reads: “Merchants are not
to be permitted to wear brocade, embroidery.
flowered silk, crepe linen, sackcloth or wool,
carry weapons, or ride a quadrige or a horse.”. . .

With Gao Zu's tough, uncompromising and
yet realistic rule the foundations of the Han were
laid. Tt was an auspicious beginning, although the
best was yet to come. The reign of the Emperor
Wu Di from 141 to 87 8.C. is generally and justi-
fiably considered as the apogee of Han power. He
ascended the throne at the tender age of fifteen
and a half, and yet seems to have been in no way
overawed by his predicament, He was a man of
tremendous energy and adopted an increasingly
autocratic position.

Gao Zu had established an elaborate machin-
ery for the management of the Han Empire, in
which the officials played a vital part. His imme-
diate successors developed and refined this sys-
tem-——until Wu Di. The unwritten law of China
located the emperor at the summit of the political
and social structure, but left the running of the
country to his highly placed bureaucrats. Wu Di
overthrew this traditional hierarchy and increas-
ingly took on the duties of government, acting
more as a prime minister than as a head of state
or monarch. His actions set a precedent, for sub-
sequent governments tended to alternate between
eras of personal administration by dynamic em-
perors and eras of government by the bureau-
crats. Traditionally the Emperor was beyond re-
proach and could do no wrong.

Periods of imperial rule, such as Wuo Di’s,
tended therefore to end in disaster because no
check, criticism or reformation of his decisions
and actions could be made. This forms a contrast
to the less decisive, but generally more flexible
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official?
. Is an examination system a good way

After reading this selection, consider these to recruit civil servants?
questions: 3. Why did the merchant class fail to

1. What were the privileges of a Chinese enjoy high social status?

and stable, rule under the bureaucrats.

I3

SELECTION 73:

L uring the Han dynasty, one change of enormous importance for future
Chinese history and civilization occurred. Beginning in the first century
B.C., Buddhism reached China from India, carried at first by monks trav-
eling along the trade routes that stretched north inio Central Asia and
then eastward into the heart of China. ldeas or religions that originate
outside China have, historically, been resisted by the Chinese, bt Bud-
dhism proved to be a great exception. The spread of Buddhism in China
(and sill later to Japan) is comparable in historical importance 1o the
later conversions of the Roman world to Christianity and of Soutlwest
Asia and North Africa to Islam. In the following selection, a modern West-
ern historian assesses the gradual integration of Buddhism into the Chi-
nese worldview, complementing (bur not displacing) Confucianism and
Davism, and what this meant for Chinese civilization.

was devoted to universal salvation. How was this

n the surface no culture could seem more
alien to China than the Indian culture from which
Buddhism emerged. The languages are poles
aparl, for Sanskrit is alphabetic, highly inflected,
polysyllabic, and has a very complicated gram-
matical system; while Chinese is written in
ideograms, is basically monosyllabic and unin-
flected, and has an extremely economical gram-
matical systen1. Chinese literature, despite Dao-
ism, is comparatively earthbound, while Indian
takes off in flights of imagination; China was
this-worldly, while the Indian tradition pursuved
other-worldly goals; China dealt with historical
timespans, India with cosmic eons; and China
was concerned with family ethics, while India

Raymend Bawson, The Chinese Experience (New York: Charles
Scribrer's Sons. 1978), pp. 11718,

great gulf to be crossed?

The initial success is partly explained by the
fact that the Chinese who first became interested
in Buddhism regarded it not as a foreign religion
so much as an offshoot of Daoism; and the reli-
gion’s domestication was further assisted by the
fact that Daoist terms had to be used to translate
the key concepts of Buddhism. At the same time
Buddhism at this early stage appealed to the gen-
eral human desire for salvation and the protection
of powerful gods, msiead of attempting to propa-
gate very specific Indian ideas.

The Neo-Daoist influence was very effective
in preparing the way for Buddhism in the
Chinese-held south; but in the north . . . the bar-
barian rulers preferred to lend an ear Lo foreign
proponents of a foreign religion rather than be-
come (oo dependent on Chinese advisers. Bud-
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dhist monks also (like eunuchs at the imperial
palace or clerics at European courts) had the at-
traction of having no family attachments to pro-
vide another focus of loyalty, and so they seemed
likely to prove trustworthy servants. Consequent-
"1y these proponents of an unworldly religion
were soon drawn into politics, which they were
glad to embrace for the opportunity it gave them
of securing patronage for their faith.

The credulous barbarian chieftains were not,
of course, won for Buddhism by the exposition of
metaphysical subtleties, but by the monks’ appar-
ently magical powers. The performance of mira-
cles persuaded the superstitious rulers not only of
the efficacy of their Buddhist counselors but also
of the power of the Buddhist deities to protect the
state, which remained the important reason for
imperial patronage of Buddhism even in the more
sophisticated era of the Tang. Magical practices
were also a feature of Buddhism in its Indian
birthplace; and great pilgrims, scholars, and
translators did not abide permanently on the
higher plane of doctrine, but descended to per-
form their various party tricks.

The famous monk and translator Kumarajiva,
for example, was an adept at swallowing needles,
a skill he often displayed before hosts of awed

SELECTION 4:
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spectators. And when the pilgrim Xuan Zang
went to India he saved himself from being killed
by pirates by concentrating his thought on
Maitreya in the Toshita Heaven, with the miracu-
lous consequence that a great wind arose, and the
waters of the Ganges mounted and capsized the
pirates’ ships, which made them repent and be-
come lay members of the Buddhist community.
Performances of magic were featured among the
entertainments at the great Buddhist festivals,
and this interest in magic stemmed naturally
from the fact that Buddhist philosophy consid-
ered the world to be an illusion.

After reading this selection, consider these
questions:

1. How did Buddhism enter China, and
why did many Chinese convert to
Buddhism?

2. What was the connection between
Buddhism and Daoism?

3. Confucianism was a set of beliefs and
practices dealing with how China
should be governed and how Chinese
family life should be conducted. How
might Confucian teachings be recon-
ciled with Buddhism?

A modern European historian of ancient China assesses the successes
and the failures of Han rule in this selection. Note in particular the Han
emperors’ constant need to defend China’s northern borders against
threats from hostile barbarian tribes. (In this, as in other respects, Han
China and the Roman Empire faced similar problems.} Note afso the im-
portant innovations in mifitary technology and organization that the Chi-
nese achieved. It may help to remember thar the famous Grear Wall, which
still stretches along China's traditional northern border, had been begun
under the Han dvnasty's predecessor, the Qin.
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§ Uan power, as exercised during the reign of
Wudi against the “barbarians,” was partly due to
the regime’s capacity for organization. Having
got into its stride, the governmental machine
could enlist conscripts not only to go on cam-
paign, but also to secure fresh supplies and con-
struct roads; similarly, the system of lines of de-
fense, which we call the Great Wall, was well
maintained and was extended at this period.
China had another crucial advantage over her
enemies. She could rely on her agricultural econ-
omty and to an even greaier degree on ihe products
of her industry and craftsmanship--iron and steel
weapons, luxuary articles like silk—which the sur-
rounding peoples wished to buy. These products
of state-controfled factories (after 119 B.C.} con-
stitiled a means of exerting pressure, a trading
asset, a major trump card in the game of Chinese
diplomacy, the economic basis on which the sys-
temn of tribute was to be founded. The government
also kept strict control of the export of goods
(weapons, iron {ools and domestic animals} that
might strengthen the military power or increase
the economic resources of the barbarians.
Amother cause of success was the fact that Chi-
nese fighting methods had changed radicaily since
the beginning of the century, having adapted to
those of her enemies. The usc of the chariot in bat-
tle was virtually abandoned. In their encounters
with the Xiongnu the Han showed a technical vir-
tunosity and a mobility that they had learnt from
the nomads. The commonest tactic on both sides
consisted in rapid raids employing few men,
mostly horsemen, designed to dislodge the enemy,
seize his cattle and horses, and induce his chiefs io
surrender. Clearly such a form of battle did not re-
sult in decisive victory for either camp; Wudi
never finally defeated the Xiongnu. Fighting
methods were very different in Central Asia; they
required troops who were less highly trained but
could endure long marches and lay siege to towns.
Conscripts-—mounted bowmen of the northern
and north-western provinces, crosshowmen on
foot and other infanirymen of the central and

Michele Pirazzoli-USerstevens, The Han Dyaasry, Janet Seligman,
irans. (New York: Rizzoli, 1982), pp. 90-91.

eastern provinces—made up but a smail part of
the army at the end of the second century; the
core of the troops consisted of mercenaries, true
professionals, and convicts.

A further source of Han superiority was its
weaponry, which was increasingly made of iron
and steel, especially in the case of the long swords
used by the cavalry; instead of leather armor,
armor made of iron plaques was improved as the
ptaques became smaller and were used in con-
junction with scale-like plates. This coat of mail
now also covered a larger area of the chest and
showlders, The crossbow, which had been invent-
ed during the Period of the Warring States and
had a bronze mechanism of extraordinary preci-
sion which the Han kept secret—remained one of
the weapons that China’s neighbors feared most.
Improved models like the repeating crossbow
may have come into common use at this time.

Yet another cause of the Han victories, espe-
cially those of the years 129 (o 119, lay in the
valor of their generals, who included Wei Qing
and Huo Qubing (died 117, aged twenty-four), Li
Guangli and Li Guang. Not all received equal re-
ward for their merits. Li Guang, who was an ex-
traordinary bowman, committed suicide when he
was over sixty rather than suffer sentence for
having lost his way in the desert with his men; Li
Ling, his grandson and another ili-starred officer,
surrendered to the Xiongnu in 99 B.C. after defeat
in unequal combat.

1t should be remembered that a Chinese gener-
al returning after a setback risked beheading and
that an officer who surrendered to the Xiongnu
and was taken prisoner endangered his whole
family. Li Ling's mother, wife and son were exe-
cuted when the government heard of his defec-
tion. Sima Qian, the historian, who had defended
him before the emperor, was accused of wishing
to deceive the latter and was sentenced 1o casira-
tion. Thus the last campaigns of Wudi’s reign
cost China many brave officers, including Li
Guangli, who went over to the enemy in %0, and
Li Ling, who died among the Xiongnu in 74.

Every Han victory depended not only on good
organization. on the bravery and endurance of the
men and on rapid conveyance of provisions, but
also on an adequate supply of horses. Wudi's
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wars emptied all the stud-farms of the empire; the
campaigns of 119 B.c. alone resulted in the loss
of 100,000 horses. We touch here on a vital point
and one of the major difficulties encountered by
the Han: an insufficient supply of fresh horses. In
118 the government fixed the price of a stallion at
200,000 cash (or 20 gold jin). In this way it en-
couraged the breeding of horses. Moreover, the
introduction of new breeds from the western
lands, the planting of lucerne from seeds brought
back by Zhang Qian, had enabled the govern-
ment to reconstitute a cavalry. The fact remains
that Wudi's campaigns were extremely expensive
in horses, equipment and above all in bhuman
lives. To cite a single example: Li Guangli re-
turned from the Fergahan campaign with 10,000
of the 60,000 soldiers with whom he had set out.

These wars werce also costly in terms of the de-
fensive systems involved, the need to maintain
garrisons and provide them with grain. Yet in the
long term the implementation of the govern-
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ment’s policy of colonization proved an asset.
Conguered commanderies, especially those of
the north-west, were occupied immediately by
Chinese colonists, dispatched (usually forcibly)
to develop the new territories. The main transfers
of population toek place in 127 (100,000 persons
in Shuofang commandery), 120 (725,000 per-
sons), 118, 111, 100, 99 and 92 B.c. It has been
calculated that over two million persons were di-
rected to the northern frontiers in this way during
Wudi’s reign.

After reading this selection, consider these
questions:

1. What prompted the Han emperors’
campaign to expand China’s borders?

2. What happened to a Han general who
was defeated?

3. How do horses figure into the Han
victories?

T‘;:e Han were acurely aware of the cultural and social differences be-
tween themselves and the “barbarvian™ peoples bevond the Great Wall.
This sense of culral distance should be clearly apparent after reading
this extract from a peem written by a Chinese woman, Tsai Yen, who was
captured by barbarians and eventually became the wife of a chief of the
Tatars. Note in particular Tsai Yen's opening complaing that “the mandate
of Heaven / Was withdrawn from the Han Dynasty.” The concept of “the
mandate of Heaven” is important in the Chinese tradition: It means that
an imperial dynasty is legitimate only as long as it protecis the Chinese
people and rules justly; when a dynasey no longer fulfills this condition, it
loses “the mandare of Heaven” and deserves its downfall.
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E was born in a time of peace,
But later the mandate of Heaven
Was withdrawn from the Han Dynasty.

Heaven was pitiless.

It sent down confusion and separation.

Earth was pitiless.

It brought me to birth in such a time.

War was everywhere. Every road was dangerous.
Soldiers and civilians everywhere

Fleeing death and suffering.

Smoke and dust clouds obscured the land
Overrun by the ruthless Tatar bands,

Our people lost their will power and integrity.
I can never learn the ways of the barbarians.

T am daily subject to violence and insult.

1 sing one stanza to my late and a Tatar horn.
But no one knows my agony and grief,

i

A Tatar chief forced me to become his wife,

And took me far away to Heaven's edge.

Ten thousand clouds and mountains

Bar my road home,

And whirlwinds of dust and sand

Blow for a thousand miles.

Men here are as savage as giant vipers,

And strut about in armor, snapping their bows.

As 1 sing the second stanza I almost break the
lutestrings.

Will broken, heart broken, 1 sing to myself,

Vi

The sun sets. The wind moans.

The noise of the Tatar camp rises all around me.
The sorrow of my heart is beyond expression,
But who could I tell it to anyway?

Far across the desert plains,

The beacon fires of the Tatar garrisens
Gleam for ten thousand miles.

It is the custom here to kill the old and weak
And adore the young and vigorous.

They wander seeking new pasture,

And camp for a while behind earth walls.

The Ovchid Boar: Women Poers of China, Kenneth Rexroth and
Ling Chung, rans. {New York: MoeGraw-Hill, 1972y, pp. 4-7.

Clattle and sheep cover the prairie,

Swarming like bees or ants.

When the grass and water are used up,

They mount their horses and drive on their catlle.
The seventh stanza sings of my wandering.
How 1 hate to live this way!

X1

I have no desire to live, but i am afraid of death,

I cannot kill my body, for my heart still has
hope

That T can live long enough

To obtain one and only desire—

That someday T can see again

The mulberry and catalpa trees of home.

If I had consented to death,

My bones would have been buried lfong ago.

Days and months pile up in the Tatar camp.

My Tatar husband loved me. I bore him two sons.

1 reared and nurtured them unashamed,

Sorry only that they grew up in a desert outpost.

The eleventh stanza—sorrow for my sons

At the first notes pierces my heart’s core.

X1

T never believed that in my broken life

The day would come when

Suddenly 1 could return home.

I embrace and caress my Tatar sons.

Tears wet our clothes.

An eavoy from the Han Court

Has come to bring me back,

With four stallions that can run withoui stoppiag.
Who can measure the griel of my sons?
They thought I would live and die with them.
Now it is [ who must depart.

Sorrow for my boys dims the sun for me.

If we had wings we could fly away together.
1 cannot move my leet,

For each step is a step away from them.

My soul is overwhelmed.

As their figures vanish in the distance

Only my love remains.

The thirteenth stanza—

I pick the strings rapidly

But the melody is sad.

Mo one can know

The sorrow which tears my bowels.
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XVI

The seventeenth stanza. My heart aches, my
tears fall.

Mountain passes rise before us, the way is hard.

Before I missed my homeland

So much my heart was disordered.

Now I think again and again, over and over,

Of the sons 1 have lost.

The yellow sagebrush of the border,

The bare branches and dry leaves,

Desert battlefields, white bones

Scarred with swords and arrows,

Wind, frost, piercing cold,

Cold springs and summers

Men and horses hungry and exhausted, worn
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out—
I will never know them again
Once I have entered Chang An.
I try to strangle my sobs
But my tears stream down my face.

After reading this selection, consider these
questions:

1. Based on Tsai Yen's verses, describe
Tatar life.

2. What aspects of Tatar life does Tsai
Yen find intolerable from the Chinese
point of view?

3. Why does Tsai Yen have ambiguous
feelings about returning to Han
China?

As has already been pointed out, Han China and imperial Rome faced
similar problems, including fending off barbarian threats and mainfaining
a sprawling empire that embraced most of the civilized world as known 1o
Chinese or Romans. Both empires eventually collapsed, although their
legacies to their respective civilizations were enormous. In selection 6,
modern historian S.A.M. Adshead perceptively compares the Han and im-
perial Roman experiences.

T;ua Roman empire was laid out like an am-
phitheater around the arena of the Mediterranean.
Rome itself was the imperial box, the older
coastal provinces were the stalls, the new inland
fimes [borderland} provinces were the heavily
buttressed upper circles. The internal differentia-
tion was between. on the one hand, upper and

S.AM. Adshead, Ching in Workd History (New York: St, Martin's
Press, 1988), pp. i5-185.

lower, limes and city, and on the other, sun and
shade, the old urbanization of the east, the new
urbanization of the west.

The Han empire, per contra [on the other
hand]. was laid out like a wheel, The region of the
two imperial capitals, Ch'ang-an and Lo-yang,
formed the hub; the converging valleys of the
Wet, the Fen, the Ching, the Lo, the Han and the
Huang-ho [all Chinese rivers] formed the spokes.
The internal differentiation was between center
and circumference, capital and provinces. Both
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empires in antiquity were centrally planned, but
Rome in a series of concentric circles, China in a
series of radiating lines. The Roman empire was
the work of a city state which sought to stabilize
its dominion by universalizing cities, city life,
institutions and values. It tended therefore to
homogenization, a general rise in the level of
urhanization, a Conr&d Hilton civilization of
everywhere-similar fora, basilicas, theaters, baths,
circuses and insulae. The Chinese empire, on the
other hand, was the work of a bureaucratic terri-
torial state which sought to stabilize its dominion
by monopolizing for the court capital resources,
amenities, protection and prestige. It tended
therefore to heterogenization, Lo a fall in the gen-
eral level of urbanization following the unifica-
tion of the empire and a growing disparity be-
tween the lifestyles of court and country. Both
empires lived by and for cultural glamour and
conspicuous consumption but in the one case they
were diffused, in the other concentrated.

A comparison of the extent and character of
the communications systems of the two areas
suggests that Han China was less integrated than
the Roman empire. According to [American his-
torian Joseph} Needham, the Roman empire
under Hadrian [early second century A.D.] cov-
ered 1,763,000 square miles and had 48,500
miles of road, an average of 27.5 miles of road
per 1,000 square miles of territory. Han China, on
the other hand, covered 1,532,000 square miles
and had 22,000 miles of road, an average of only
14.35 miles of road per 1,000 square miles of ter-
ritory. Moreover, while for Han China, roads
were the essence of the communications system,
for Rome they were only an adjunct to the
Mediterranean whose sea lanes will have at least
doubled the total length of routes. Needham sug-
gests that the greater use of rivers and canals for
transportation in China as compared to Europe
counterbatanced the advantage of the Mediter-
ranean. This may be true for the later periods of
Chinese history, the Tang and the Sung [both later
Chinese dynasties], for example, when the Grand
Canal has been completed, but it is doubtful for
the Han. Neither the Yellow River nor iis tribu-
taries, in whose valleys Chinese civilization was
then cenlered. are good for navigation and most

WHY WAS IT

CRUCIAL FOR CHINA'S HISTORY? Ot

Han hydraulic activity was for trrigation, not
communication. Like the Achaemenid [Persian]
empire, Han China was a road state on a plateau,
and this in itself ensured inferiority in spatial in-
tegration to a Mediterranean empire, since in pre-
maodern conditions land transport was twenty io
forty times more expensive that water transport.
Moreover, the loess limited the utility of the
roads by its vertical cleavage, crevassing and oc-
clusjon of adjacent valleys, Teilhard de Chardin
[a French scholar in northern China in the twen-
tieth century] vividly describes this terrain: “an
unbelievable network of fissures with vertical
walls, in the midst of which one feels as lost and
paralyzed as in the middle of the trees of a forest
or the waves of the sea” Needham seems to
imply that Han China and Rome were not dis-
similar in spatial relations; to me, the evidence
suggests that they were strikingly different.

Even allowing for accidents of survival, it is
difficult not to conclude from the archaeologicat
remains that Han China was a less splendid soci-
ety than Imperial Rome. The Great Wall no doubt
is a stupendous monuinent, though most of its
imposing appearance dates from Ming [fif-
teenth~seventeenth centuries} rather than Han
times, but it stands by itself, and though Chinese
cities had impressive walls, they did not contain
the monwmental public buildings of the Classical
Wesl—the amphitheaters, aqueducts, arches,
basilicas, baths, circuses, theaters and temples.
Rome was a federation of city states, Han China
was a swollen court; but in addition, the differ-
ence between their towns was rooted in different
options for building materials and different con-
ceprions of what a house was for.

The f(undamental options of Reme and, fol-
lowing her, Europe generally, were for stone, dif-
fusion of heat by hypocausts or multiple fire-
places, snd durability. A house was a capital
investment, perhaps the prototype of all fixed
capital investment, an assertion of culture in the
face of nature. The fundamenial Chinese options,
on the other hand, were far wood, concentration
of heat at the kang or heated divan, and repara-
bilitv. A house was a charge on income, an ex-
tension of consumer non-durables, an adaptation
of culture 1o nature. Tn the West, buildings were
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in principle winter palaces, exclusions of weath-
er, permanent embodiments of hearth and family.
In China, buildings were in principle summer
houses, modifications of weather, makeshift ad-
ditions to the real home which was the loess cave
or the family tomb. The one option produced
monumentality and splendor, the other conve-
nience and harmony. . . .

The body politic of the Han was healthier than
that of the Roman empire. With its superior phys-
ical technology in arable farming and metallurgy
and its fower degree of urbanization, intercom-
munication and luxury building, the Han world
did not suffer from irremediable contradictions
between superstructure and base, state and soci-
ety. Frictions there were, no doubt, but they were
adjustable without cataclysm,.

In the Roman body politic, on the other hand,
with its more primitive physical technology yet
more grandiose and more parasitic sociology,
there were such contradictions, especially after

FROM THE STONE AGE TO 1500

the Illyrian emperors, in response to the military
mutinies and barbarian invasions of the mid-third
century, doubled the army and multipiied fortifi-
cations without sufficient provisions for in-
creased agricultural productivity behind the
front. The huge carapace of the Roman limes im-
posed a burden on the organism it shielded that
was far heavier than the Han protectorate gar-
risons in Central Asia. The Great Wall is impres-
sive, but with Han Wu Di’s forward policy, it
ceased to be a frontier and Han China was not a
lirnes society with its attendant costs and dangers.

After reading this selection, consider these
questions:
I. Why did the Roman federation of
city-states not develop in Han China?
2. How did Roman and Chinese con-
struction methods differ?
. Why did the Great Wall jose its im-
portance after Wua Di’s reign?

(V8]
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The Early Europedan Experience

Eumpeam civilization first began on the small islands of the
Aegean Sea and on Crete. From there the cultivation of wheat,
grapes, and olives that supported their economies passed to the main-
land. Here the Indo-European peoples whom we know as Greeks
took what they learned and adapted it to their own circumstances.

One city, Athens, was especially adept at seizing opportunities to
build an empire through seaborne trade in wine and oil. Even more
importantly, Athenians introduced a form ol government as yet un-
known in the ancient world, whereby a majority of citizens, rather
than a single ruler and his advisers, decided policy. The Athenians
called their constitution a democracy, a word that we use today to
describe our own political system. Athenian democracy and social
organization was not perfect; some of its weaknesses are demon-
strated in the selections that follow.

Rome followed Athens at the center of the Mediterranean stage
and held that position for six hundred years. Early Roman politi-
cians spoke of their system of government as a republic and were
as proud as any Athenian of the way it worked. The Romans could
also point to their creation of an empire that encompassed the
Mediterranean, a feat never before accomplished which provided
their elites with a very comfortable way of life. Our selections
speak of the building of the Republic, the causes of its expansion,
and finally its breakdown, which led to the assumption of power by
the Caesars.

Rome built an empire that encompassed most of the world known
to Western people of the time, and which eventually adopted Chris-
tianity as its religion. In the Byzantine Empire, ancient Rome’s di-
rect heir, a synthesis of Mediterranean life emerged: Roman politi-
cal institutions, the Christian religion, and Greek culture.

While Byzantium continued the classical tradition in eastern Eu-
rope, Germanic invaders destroyed much of its culture in the West.
Charlemagne made the first attempt to link a Germanic kingdom to
the earlier Mediterranean civilization.
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In studying these selections, consider:

1. What were the differences and similarities between Athens
and Rome?

2. What was the role of women in both societies?

3. Why did Christianity quickly develop a structure?

4, Contrast the culture of the Byzantine world with that of
Charlemagne’s Frankish kingdom.



{HAPTER &
Ancient Greece: What Was the
Ideal and the Redlity of Democracy?

P L R

Compared with the great empires that we have been studying, an-
cient Greece was unique. Beginning about 750 B.C., when written
records first appeared, the people of mainland Greece, the Greek is-
lands, and the coast of Anatolia (modem Turkey) organized them-
selves not into large kingdoms, but rather into tiny self-governing
cities, each jealously guarding its independence. The emergence of
these city-states coincided with a great population and economiic ex-
pansion in the Greek-speaking world. The city-states responded by
building extensive trading networks and frequently dispatching
their surplus population to colonies—new cities—that they estab-
lished at many places along the shores of the Mediterranean.

Our English word polirics comes from the ancient Greek word for
city, polis (plural: poleis). Not only did the Greeks form the first
cities on the Buropean continent, they also made city life and its pol-
itics central to their way of life. How should cities be run? Who
should be a citizen? How should public policy be determined? And
who should rule? A king? A dictator? The local aristocrats? The
richest men? Or all the people? The answers that the different Greek
cities gave to these questions have added other words to our vocab-
ulary: monarchy (“rule by one™), tyranny (dictatorial rule by an il-
legal usurper), oligarchy (“rule by the few”), ostracism (exiling
from a city someone who was considered too dangerous to be al-
lowed to remain), and, most important, democracy {“rule by the
people [demos]”).

It was in Athens, the largest and among the richest Greek cifies,
that the idea of self-government first occurred. By the early fifth
century B.C., a democratic system of government was in place in
Athens. For the next several centuries, any citizen could address the
city assembly, might be chosen to serve on the city council, or could
become a municipal administrator. Policy was decided by voting in
the citizen assembly. .

How well did Athenian democracy work, and was it a real
democracy by modemn standards? These are the gquestions you
should keep in mind as you read the selections in this chapter.

97
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SELECTION 1:

e Oration of Pericl

Er'fcles fca. 490—431 B.C.), a leader of the Athenian city-state at the
height of its wealth and power, had no doubt thar Athenian democracy was
a great success. in this selection he addresses the Athenian citizens early
in a great war that Athens fought against its rival, Sparta. The occasion
was the public funeral that was held for Athenian citizens killed in batile.
Ar stake in this war was leadership of the entire Greek-speaking world, as
well as Athens’s economic dominance.

These were not Pericles’ actual words; instead, they were written by the
famous Athenian historian Thucydides (ca. 46000 b.c.), whose Pelo-
ponnesian War sells the dramatic and tragic story of how the ambition and
arragance of Athens eventually united most of Greece against it and led to
its downfall. In putting these words into Pericles’ mouth, Thucydides ex-
plains that he is providing the gist of what the orator had 1o say on this
occasion. Whether or not Pericles actually said such things, Thucydides’
version af his words is a classic call for citizens to wake pride in govern-
ing themselves democratically. As such, it remains a key document of

Western civilizarion.

E shall begin with our ancestors: it is both just
and proper that they should have the honour of
the first mention on an occasion like the present.
They dwelt in the country without break in the
succession from generation to generation, and
handed it down free to the present time by their
valour. And if our more remote ancestors deserve
praise, much more do our own fathers, who
added to their inheritance the empire which we
now possess, and spared no pains to be able to
leave their scquisitions {o us of the present gen-
eration. Lastly, there are few parts of our domin-
ions that have not been augmented by those of us
here, who are still more or less in the vigour of
life; while the mother country has been furnished
by us with everything that can enable her to de-
pend on her own resources whether for war or for
peace. That part of our history which tells of the
military achievements which gave us our several

Tie Complete Writings of Thucydides: The Peluponnesian War
{New York: Modem Library, 1951}, pp. 103-105.

possessions, or of the ready valour with which ei-
ther we or our fathers stemmed the tide of Hel-
lenic or foreign aggression, is a theme too famil-
iar to my hearers for me to dilate on, and I shall
therefore pass it by, But what was the road by
which we reached our position, what the form of
covernment under which our greatness grew,
what the national habits out of which it sprang;
these are questions which I may try to solve be-
fore I proceed to my panegyric upon these men;
since I think this to be a subject upon which on
the present occasion a speaker may properly
dwell, and to which the whole assemblage.
whether citizens or foreigners, may listen with
advantage. _

Our constitution does not copy the laws of
neighbouring states; we are rather a pattern to
others than imitators ourselves. Its administration
favours the many instead of the few; this is why
it is called a democracy. If we look to the laws,
they afford equal justice to all in their private dif-
ferences; if to social standing, advancement in
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public life falls to reputation for capacity, class
considerations not being allowed to interfere with
merit; nor again does poverty bar the way, if a
man is able to serve the state, he is not hindered
by the obscurity of his condition. The {reedom
which we enjoy in our government extends also
io our ordinary life. There, far {Tom exercising a
jealous surveillance over each other, we do not
feel called upon to be angry with our neighbour
for doing what he likes, or even to indulge in
those injurious looks which cannot fail to be of-
fensive, although they inflict no positive penalty.
But all this ease in our private relations does not
make us lawless as citizens. Against this fear is
our chief safeguard, teaching us to obey the mag-
istrates and the laws, particutarly such as regard
the protection of the injured, whether they are ac-
tually on the statute book, or belong to that code
which, although unwrittesn, yet cannot be broken
without acknowledged disgrace.

Further, we provide plenty of means for the
mind to refresh itself from business. We celebrate
games and sacrifices all the year round, and the
elegance of our private establishments forms a
daily source of pleasure and helps to banish the
spleen; while the magnitude of our city draws the
produce of the world into our harbour, so that to
the Athenian the fruits of other countries are as
familiar a luxury as those of his own.

If we turn to our military policy, there also we
differ from our antagonists. We throw open our
city to the world, and never by alien acts exclude
foreigners from any opportunity of learning or
observing, although the eyes of an enemy may

f=5]

SELECTION 2:

..

occasionally profit by our liberality; trusting less
in system and policy than to the native spirit of
our citizens; while in education, where our rivals
from their very cradles by a painful discipline
seek after manliness. at Athens we live exactly as
we please, and yet are just as ready o encounter
every legitimate danger. . . .

Nor are these the only points in which our city
is worthy of admiration. We cultivate refinement
without extravagance and knowledge without ef-
feminacy; wealth we employ more for use than
for show, and place the real disgrace of poverty
not in owning to the fact but in declining the
struggle against it. Our public men have, besides
politics, their private affairs to attend to, and our
ordinary citizens, though cccupied with the pur-
suits of industry, are still fair judges of public
matters; for, unlike any other nation, regarding
him who takes no part in these duties not as un-
ambitious but as useless, we Athenians are able
to judge at all events if we cannot originate, and
instead of looking on discussion as a stumbling-
block in the way of action, we think it an indis-
pensable preliminary to any wise action at ail.

After reading this selection, consider these
questions:
1. What are the deeds of Athens that

prompt Pericles to boast?
. How does public opinion in Athens

affect society, according to Pericles?
. What kind of reception would this

talk have received? Who was unlikely

to support Pericles’ views?

b3

L

By modern American standards, Athenian democracy was flawed. Not
evervone in the city participated. Athens was a slaveholding society, and
slaves had no political rights. Foreigners, called metics, from other Greek
ciry-states who lived in Athens were barred from citizenship. Women, even
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if they were Athenian born, had no right to participate in politics. Indeed,
the lives of most women (except for cultivared prostitutes, who entertained
well-ro-do men ar dinner parties) were alimost complerely conirolled by
their husbands, fathers, or other male kinfoll. The following selection,
written by a contemporary American historion, describes some aspecis of

women’s life in democratic Athens.

En 451/50 the Athenians passed a law about cit-
izenship on the proposal of Perikles. It provided
that a child should only have citizenship if both
its parents were citizens. This law 1mplied that
women, as well as men, could be citizens. Attic
Greek had two words for “citizen,” astos (femi-
nine asié) and polités (feminine politis). Both are
used of women. But proof of citizenship was not
the same for men and for women. This is shown
by the questions asked at the examination of men
who had been chosen to the nine archonships
[magistracies]. Each candidate was asked to state
the name of his father, the deme [clan] of his fa-
ther, the name of his father’s father, the name of
his mother, the name of his mother’s father, and
the deme of his mother’s {ather. He was not asked
to state the deme of his father’s father, since it
was the same as that of his father, membership in
demes being hereditary in the male line. The can-
didate was not asked to state the deme of his
mother, since women were nol registered in
demes. The Hsts kept by the demes attested the
status of male citizens, but no such lists were kept
to attest that of female citizens.

Before 451/50 there may have been no statute
nor even any acknowledged rule governing the
transmission of citizenship by descent. Certainly
some male Athenians of earlier generations took
foreign wives and their sons were citizens. In the
fourth century the crucial step in recognizing a
yolng man as a citizen came when he was in his
eighteenth year and was presented to the assem-
bly of his father’s deme; the demesmen voted on
oath whether to add him to their list. . . .

An Athenian woman did not marry; she was
given in marriage. A law is quoted by Pseudo-
Demosthenes [a minor political writer] to show

Raphael Sealey, Women and Leny in Classical Greece (Chapel Hill:
Uaiversity of North Carofina Press. 19903, pp. 1213, 25-26.

who has the right to give a woman in marriage:

Whatever woman is pledged oq just terms

to be a wife by her father, or by her brother

who has the same father, or by her paternal

grandfather, the children born of her shall

be legitimate (gnésiod) children.
The word used here for wife is not gyné, the cus-
tomary word of classical prose, but the archaic
damar, The language of law could be conserva-
tive. The verb translated as “pledge” is engyén. 1t
and its noun engyésis are crucial for understand-
ing classical marriage. [t might equally be trans-
lated “entrust.”

Engyesis was an oral contract, made between
the man who gave the woman into marriage and
the bridegroom. The form of words is known.
The man giving the woman said: I pledge (such
and such a woman) for the purpose of producing
legitimate (gné&sioi) children.” He uttered the verb
engyd in the active. Uttering the same verb in the
middle voice, the bridegroom replied: “I accept
the pledge.” The woman could be referred to in
the passive participle. She was not a party to the
contract but its passive object. The same verb was
employed in the procedure for personal surety for
repayment of a debt. The creditor “pledged” (ac-
tive) the debtor (passive) to the person who of-
fered himself as surety; the latter “accepted the
pledge.’” The procedure of surety did not create a
permanent relationship. It entrusted the debtor to
a third person to ensure that the credifor could re-
cover the loan. Marriage by engyésis did not cie-
ate a new community; it entrusted a woman to a
man for the large but not unlimited purpose of
bearing him heirs.

The man who gave the woman in marriage had
been her kyrios (guardian, master) up to that
point. When marriage was concluded. the hus-
band became her kyrios. Engyésis did not com-
plete the conclusion of marriage; it needed to be
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followed by ekdosis, the transfer of the woman to
the bridegroom’s dwelling. Engyésis could be re-
voked. as is illustrated by the contract between
Euktemon and Demokrates. But engyésis was
more than a betrothal, since it was part of the
procedure transferring &yriefa io the bridegroom.

The variable element in engvésis was the
dowry. In Athens dowry {piwix) had a precise
sense. It was a sutn of money or valuables trans-
ferred from the woman’s original family to (he
bridegroom for the woman’s upkeep. H 1t was not
a sum of money, it had to be assessed at a mone-
ltary value, so that the woman’s onginal family
could recover 1t i the marriage was dissolved.
When property other than money was given as
dowry, that property was sometimes said to be
given “in lieu of dowry”” The possibility of
engvésis without dowry is mentioned by a liti-
gant hypothetically, but no actual occurrence is
known. Since the dowry was intended for the
support of the woman, the husband had to refund
it if the marriage was dissolved. If he did not re-

SELECTION 73:

fund it, the woman’s relative{s) had an action
against him and this action was called the dike
siton or “action for grain” While the martiage
lasted, the husband had full authority (o adminis-
ter the dowry. If, however, he fell into debt, his
creditors might seize his property, but an attempt
could at least be made to prevent thent from seiz-
ing his wife’s dowry. The dowry, administered by
the husband, was distinct from the woman’s para-
phernalia, which were at her disposal. The stock
phrase for her paraphemalia was “clothes and
gold jewelry” (himatia kai chrysia), although
their nature might vary.

After reading this selection, consider these
questions:
1. How did marriage in ancient Athens
take place?
. What was meant by the term kyrios?
. What was the role of the dowry for an
Athenian wife?

L) b2

En Greek theaier many strong woemnen appear, demonstrating that their
public life was not so limited as the law would make it. One of the most
vivid female personalities appears in Sophocles’ Antigone. Although the
sefting is Thebes, the play was produced in 441 B.C. before an Athenian
audience. Al this time the democracy was in the sure hands of Pericles
and his followers. Antigone demonsirates that the state, as represented by
King Creon, can be despotic and deserves 10 be resisted when it violates
individual civif rights. Creon has denied burial to her brother Polyneices
because of his attempt to overthrow him. However, according to Greek
belief the unburied dead are not free 1o join loved ones in the Underworld
and cannot rest, so Antigone has raken the matter into her own hands and
buried Polyneices' corpse. The guard that Creon has placed over the
body speaks.
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GUARD: Someaone left the corpse just now,
burial all accomplished, thirsty dust
strewn on the flesh, the ritual complete.
CreoN: What are you saying? What man has
dared to do it?
GuaRrD: I wouldn’t know. There were no marks
of picks,
no grubbed-out earth. The ground was dry
and hard,
no trace of wheels. The doer left no sign.
When the first fellow on the day-shift showed
us,
we were all sick with wonder.
For he was hidden, not inside a tomb,
fight dust upon him, enough to turn the curse,
no wild beast’s tracl, nor track of any hound
having been near, nor was tiie body torn. . . .
{Antigone is discovered, arrested, and
brought before Creon.]
CREON (fo Antigone): You there, whose head is
drooping to the ground,
do you admit this, or deny you did it?
ANTIGONE: 1 say | did it and I don’t deny it.
CREON (f0 the guard): Take yourself off wherev-
er you wish to go
free of a heavy charge.
Creon {to Antigone): You—tell me not at length
but in a word.
You knew the order not to do this thing?
AnTiconE: I knew, of course I knew. The word
was plain.

Sophocles, Antigone, Elizabeth Wyckoff, trans., in The Complere
Greek Tragedies, David Grene and Richmond Lattimore, eds. {Chica-
go: University of Chicago Press, 1959), vol. 2, p. 167168, 17374,

SELECTION 4:
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CrEON: And still you dared to overstep these
laws?

ANTIGONE: For me it was not Zeus who made
that order.
Nor did that Justice who lives with the gods
below
mark out such Jaws to hold among mankind.
Nor did T think your orders were so strong
that you, a mortal man, could over-run
the gods’ unwritten and unfailing laws,
Not now, nor yesterday’s, they always live,
and ne one knows their origin in time.
So not through fear of any man’s proud spirit
would I be likely to neglect these laws,
draw on myself the gods’ sure punishment.
I know that I must die; how could I not?
event without your warning. If I die
before my time, { say it is a gain.
Who lives in sorrows many as are mine
how shall he not be glad to gain his death?
And so, for me to meet this fate, no grief.
But if I left that corpse, my mother’s son,
dead and unburied I'd have cause to grieve
as now I grieve not,
And if you think my acts are foolishness
the foolishness may be in a fool’s eye.

After reading this selection, consider these
questions:

1. What motivates Antigone to violate
Creon’s law?

2. How does Antigone articulate the reli-
gious views of ancient Athens?

3. How might an Athenian audience
react to this play?

Eze fact that democratic Athens—like the rest of ancient Greece—was a
slaveholding society has already been noted. In selection 4 the American
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historian M.{. Finley analyzes the slave populaiion. Although Finley con-
cludes that most of the slaves whose names are known were of non-Greel
(“barbarian”) origin, we also know that enslavement was the fate of
many Greek citizens capnwred in wars with other ciry-states.

No modern historian would dispuie the fact
that the great majority of slaves were not of
Greek origin. That is also suggested by a study of
slave names. They include many names, more or
Iess ethnic in origin, relating to the barbarian
world: names of peoples (Thratta, Carion, Phry-
gios, Lydos, Syros), topographical names (Asia,
Italia, Netlos), typically native names (Lydian
Manes, Phrygian Midas, Paphlagonian Tibios),
names of historical figures (Croesus, Amasis,
Cleopatra). Furthermore, a slave of barbarian ori-
gin may very well have received a purely Greek
name from his master, whereas the reverse is
much less likely. A similar conclusion can be
drawn from the rare lists of slaves which have
been preserved and in which their origin is men-
tioned. Particularly striking is the fragmentary
Athenian list of goods confiscated in 414 B.C.
from those responsible for the sacreligious muti-
lation of the herms, on which 45 slaves appear,
nearly all barbarians. The same is true of the
slaves in the Attic silver mines, from the fourth
century B.C. on, whose origins are known. Nor
are there slaves in the comedies of Aristophanes
to whom there is reason 1o attribute Greek origin.

However, as soon as one trdes to extend this
detailed research, in an attempt to estimaie the
relative proportion of Barbarians and Greeks in
the whole stock of slaves, one is faced with ali
sorts of insuperable difficulties. In classical
times, the slaves whose origin is indicated are
very rare. Beyond the lists mentioned above, ac-
count can only be taken of, let us say, 20 or 30
cases—for example, the confidential agent of
Pausanias, the regent of Sparta, an Argilian (from
Argilos, neighbouring town of Amphipolis on the
Thracian coast [modern northeastern Greece]), or
the servants “coming from Dardanus” (on the

M.L Finley, ed., Classical Slavery (London: Frank Cass, 1987, pp.
i2-15.

east coast of the Hellespont [modern Turkey])
who were given to Xenophon during his stay at
Scillus in the Peloponnese, or the miner Atotas,
who on his gravestone in the Laurium district of
Attica proclaims himself to be a Paphlagonian
from the Black Sea Region. . . .

Now this enormous preponderance of Barbar-
ians that one seems to be observing ir the slave
stock of Greek cities is difficult to understand if
war had been the usual means of acquisition. Did
the Greeks not in fact spend most of their time
fighting each other rather than the Barbarians,
which should have resulled in the veverse pat-
tern? To which can be added the fact thal their in-
terventions in the barbarian world were too
episodic and too dispersed to explain the regular
supply of slaves originating from this or that te-
mote area such as Paphlagonia, Phrygia [both in
modern Turkey] or Syria; even if it is true that the
Greeks on the periphery had to be particularly ag-
gressive towards the Barbarians around them,
such as the Thessalians on the margin of the Da-
cian Highlands [modern Romania] whom Aristo-
phanes calls “insatiable slave dealers” (Plutus
321}. The effect of such military operations could
only have been to sapply the market in periodic
surges, in Greek cities as well as in a Hellenistic
Kingdom such as Egypt.

There remains to be accounted for the apparent
contrast between the frequent accounts of enslave-
ment of Greeks as a consequence of war or piracy
and the rarity of slaves of Greek origins. Apart
from imagining that they were generally disposed
of in Barbarian lands (which must have happened
sometimes, to the great agitation of public opin-
ion, but certainly was not systematic), one must
therefore ask what became of them after their cap-
ture, at the moment when, put up for sale, they
disappeared into the anonymous mass of slaves.

After reading this selection, consider these
questions:
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1. Does the fact that the ancient Greeks 3. Before the Civil War, defenders of
practiced slavery on a large scale di- slavery in the American South justi-
minish your respect for Greek democ- fied their region’s “peculiar institu-
racy? Why or why not? tion™ by pointing to democratic

2. The great Greek philosopher Aristotle Athens: slavery, they said, permitted
justified slavery on the ground that slaveholders to enjoy the leisure and
people who had been enslaved were prosperity necessary to build a great
by definition inferior and thus de- civilization. Does the evidence that
served their fate. Why do you think he Finley presents support this argument?

came to this conclusion?

SELECTION 5:

Although Sophocies’ Antigone (selection 3) was a fictional character,
Sacrates (ca. 469-399 5.c.} was not. Ostensibly an ordinary Athenian cit-
izen, he made himself famous by subily questioning every conventional
opinion of his fellow citizens. Unlike the professional educators of his day,
called sophists, or teachers of wisdom, he wrote no books and accepted no
fees. But he atracted a devoted circle of young followers, including some
of the ciry’s most prominent politicians.

Many Athenians did not care for Socrates' constant questioning of their
politics and values. Depressed by their defeat in the Peloponnesian War
and by the imposed rule of a pro-Spartan cligue, these Athenians consid-
ered Socrates an unpatriotic nuisance—and after they restored democrat-
ic rule, they made him the scapegoat for all their roubles. He was tried
on charges of corrupting the young men and denying the gods of Athens,
found guilry, and condemned 1o choose benveen exile and death.

Plaio, Socrates’ disciple and the author of many dialogues that record
his teaching, was present at the trial and later wrote down what lis men-
tor said in his own defense. In reading Plato’s version of Socrates” words,
imagine the setting: Standing before a court of five hundred male citizens,
the accused had ro plead his own case without the benefit of a lawyer (al-
though his friends might help hint write his speech). To gain sympathy, de-
fendants frequently brought forward their wives and children, looking as
pitiful as possible. Socrates scorned such tricks.

E standing his trial upon a less serious charge than
t may be that some one of you, remembering  this, made pitiful appeals to the jury with floods
his own case, will be annoyed that whereas he, in  of tears, and had his infant children produced in
Plao, The Apelogy, in The Last Days of Socrases. Hugh Tredennick, court to excite the maximum of sympaihy, and
tans. (New York: Penguin Books, 1969), pp. 67-69. many of his relatives and friends as well, Lon the
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conltrary intend to do nothing of the sort, and that
although 1 am facing (as it might appear) the ut-
most danger. It may be that one ol you, refllect-
ing on these facts, will be prejudiced against me,
and being irritated by his reflections, will give
his vote in anger. If one of you is so disposed—-
1 do not expect i, but there is the possibility—1I
think that [ should be quite justified in saying to
him, ‘My dear sir, of course I have some rela-
tives. To quote the very words of Homer, even I
am not sprung ‘from an oak or from a rock, but
{rom human parents, and consequently I have
relatives; yes, and sons too, gentlernen, three of
them, one almost grown up and the cother two
only children; but all the same 1 am not going to
produce them here and beseech you to acquit
me.

Why do T not intend to do anything of this
kind? Not out of perversity, gentlemen, nor out of
contempt for you; whether 1 am brave or not in the
face of death has nothing to do with it; the point
is that for my own credit and yours and for the
credit of the state as a whole, 1 do not think that it
is right for me to use any of these methods at my
age and with my reputation—which may be true
or it may be false, but at any rate the view is held
that Socrates is different from the common run of
mankind. Now if those of you who are supposed
to be distingnished for wisdom or courage or any
other virtue are to behave in this way, it would be
a disgrace.

I have often noticed that some people of this
type, for all their high standing, go to extraordi-
nary lengths when they come up for trial, which
shows that they think it will be a dreadful thing to
lose their lives; as though they would be immor-
tal if you did not put them to death! In my opin-
ion these people bring disgrace upon our city.
Any of our visitors might be excused for thinking
that the finest specimens of Athenian manhood,
whom their fellow-citizens select on their merits
to rule over them and hold other high posiiions,
are no better than women. If you have even the
smallest reputation, gentlemen, you ought not to
descend to these methods; and if we do so, you
must not give us license. On the contrary, you
must make it clear that anyone who stages these

pathetic scenes and so brings ridicule upon our
city is far more likely to be condemned than if e
kept perfectly quiet.

But apart from all question of appearances,
gentlemen, [ do not think that it is right for a man
to appeal to the jury or to get himself acquitted by
doing so: he ought to inform them of the facts
and convince them by argument. The jury does
not sit to dispense justice as a favor, but to decide
where justice lies; and the oath which they have
sworn is not to show favor at their own discre-
tion, but 1o return & just and lawful verdict. Tt fol-
lows that we must not develop in you, nor you
atfow to grow in yourselves, the habit of perjury;
that would be sinful for us both. Therefore you
musi not expect me, gentlemen, to behave to-
wards you in a way which I consider neither rep-
utable nor moral nor consistent with my religious
duty; and above all you must not expect it when
I stand charged with impiety by Meletus here.

Surely it is obvious that if T iried to persuade
you and prevail upon you by my entreaties to go
against your solemn oath, I should be teaching
you contermpt for religion; and by my very de-
fense 1 should be virtually accusing myself of
having no religious belief. But that is very far
from the truth. I have a more sincere belief, gen-
tlemen, than any of my accusers; and I leave it to
you and to God to judge me as it shall be best for
me and for yourselves.

After reading this selection, consider these
questions:
1. Some historians believe that Socrates
was flippant at his trial. Do you agree?

. Whal are some differences between
trials in the United States and those of
ancient Greece?

. Why does Socrates claim to have
more religious belief than the mem-
bers of the jury?

4, Does the fact that democratic Athens -
put Socrates on trial—and condemned
him to death--diminish your respect
for Athenian democracy? Why or why
not?

1~

s
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SELECTION 6:

poraisdl

FROM

THE STONE AGE TO 1580

Socraies is remembered in Western civilization as a supreme example of
a man of heroic integriry, who refused to compromise his right to be his
society’s truth-seeking “gadfly” even at the risk of his life, and who
accepted dearh rather than be exiled from his native ciry. In the following
selection, a prominent British historian of ancient Greece, John B. Bury,
appraises Socrates’ stand. Do you agree with Bury?

T;e ideas which we owe to Socrates are now so
organically a part of the mind of civilized men
that it is hard to appreciate the intellectual power
which was required to originate them. Socrates
was the first champion of the supremacy of the
intellect as a court from which there is no appeal;
he was the first to insist that a man must order his
life by the guidance of his own intellect. Socrates
was thus a rebel against authority as such; and he
shrank from no consequences. He did not hesi-
tate o show his companions that an old man has
no title to respect because he is old, unless he is
also wise; or that an ignorant parent has no claim
to obedience on the mere account of the parental
relation, Knowledge and veracity, the absolute
sovereignty of the understanding, regardless of
consequences, regardless of all prejudices con-
nected with family or city—this was the ideal
of Socrates, consistently and uncompromisingly
followed. . ..

Though he was the child of democracy, born to
a heritage of freedom in a city where the right of
free discussion was unrestrained, the sacred
name of democracy was not more sheltered than
anything else from the criticism of Socrates. He
railed, for instance, at the system of choosing
magistrates by lot, one of the protections of
democracy at Athens. He was unpopular with the
mass. for he was an enemy of shams and igno-
rance and superstition. Honest democrats of the

lohn B. Bury, A History of Greece. 31d ed. (London: Macmiiian,
1959), pp. 576, 579-80.

type of Thrasybulus and Anytus, who did their
duty, but had no desire to prove its foundations,
regarded him as a dangerous freethinker who
spent his life in diffusing ideas subversive of the
social order.

They might point 1o the ablest of the young
men who had kept company with him, and say:
“Behold the fruits of his conversation! Look at
Alcibiades, his favorite companion, who has
done more than any other man to ruin his coun-
try. Look at Critias, who, next to Alcibiades, has
wrought the deepest harm to Athens; who,
brought up in the Socratic circle, [irst wrote a
book against democracy, then visited Thessaly
and stirred up the serfs against their masters, and
finally, returning here, inaugurated the reign of
terror.® Look, on the other hand, at Plato, an able
young man, whom the taste for idle speculation,
infused by Socrates, has seduced from the service
of his country. Or look at Xenophon, who, in-
stead of serving Athens, has gone to serve her en-
emies. Truly Socrates and his propaganda have
done little good to the Athenian state.”

However unjust any particular instance might
scem, it is easy to understand how considerations
of this kind would lead many practical unspecu-
lative men to look upon Socrates and his ways
with little favor. And from their point of view,
they were perfectly right. His spirit, and the ideas
that he made current, were an insidious menace

*Alcibiades and Critias, discipies of Socrates, were also Athenian
politicians whose unwise policies helped ensure the city-state’s de-
feat in the Peloponnesian wasr.
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ta the cohesion of the social fabric, in which
there was not a stone or a joint that he did not
question. In other words, he was the active apos-
tle of individualism, which led in its Turther de-
velopment to the subversion of that local patrio-
tism which had inspired the cities of Greece in
her days of greatness.

And this thinker, whose tatk was shaking the
Greek world in its foundations, though none
guessed it, was singled out by the Delphic priest-
hood for a distinguished mark of approbation. In
the truest oracle that was ever uttered from the
Pythian tripad, it was declared that no one in the
world was wiser than Socrates. We know not at

whal period of the philesopher’s career this an-
swer was given, but, if it was seriously meant, it
showed a strange insight which we should hardly
have looked for at the shrine of Delphi.

After reading this seleclion, consider lhese
questions:
1. Why is Socrates held up as an exam-

ple of heroism?
. What does it mean to appesl to intel-

lect as the final norm for right ac-

tions?
. How would Confucius react to the

speech of Socrates?

]

1



CHAPTER 9
Early Rome: What Explains
the Republic's Rise and Fall?

= | all the cities in the ancient Mediterranean world, Rome was
the most spectacularly successful. Founded according to tradition in
753 B.C., and at first simply one small town among many in central
Ttaly, Rome expanded its power until, by 28 B.C., its tule exiended
from one end of the Mediterranean to the other.

How did Rome grow so mighty? For ancient Romans (and the
few Greeks who admired them), the answer was simple: Rome was
a republic, and self-government created virtuous, heroic citizens
who could conquer the world. (The word virfue contains the Latin
root vir, or “man”; originally meaning “manliness” and implying
self-sacrificing courage and incorruptibility.} The problem with this
self-congratulatory view was that, by the time Rome had conquered
the Mediterranean, the Roman Republic itself had collapsed under
corruption and civil war. Until then the wealth of conquered lands
poured into the city, paying for imposing public buildings and lav-
ish entertainment, including savage gladiatorial combats. Men and
women of the upper classes enjoyed enormous wealth, much of it
used to build luxurious country estates. These aristocrats dominated
the ruling Senate and filled all the important offices, but they also
fought each other in a century-long civil war. Eventually, in 27 B.C.,
Augustus Caesar (63 B.C.—A.D. 14) emerged as the victor. Although
he claimed to be the republic’s restorer, he in fact inaugurated the
increasingly autocratic Roman Empire. As you read this chapter,
keep in mind this outcome—and ask yourself why the Roman Re-
public managed to conquer the known world but in the process de-
stroyed itself.

108
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SFLECTION 1

e Forme

A s the proclaimed restorer of the Roman Republic, Augusius parronized
many importani men of letiers who praised Roman traditions and urged
their compairiors 1o revive ancient virtie. Among them was ithe historian
Livy (39 B.c.—A.D. 17), who wrote a massive history of Rome from its ori-
gins. Livy based his history on ancient Roman legends, interpreting them
according io the attitudes of his own time. One of his many dramatic sio-
ries told of the overthirow of the monarchy that had originallv ruled Rome
and of the esiablishment of the Republic, an event traditionally dated 1o
309 B.c. The leader of the rebelfion was Lucius Junius Brutus, who went
on to become one of the first hwo consids, the highest officials of the re-
publican regime. Even through imperial times, two consuls were elected
annually by the Senate for a one-year term. In the extract from his histo-
ry that forms this selection, Livy explains the significance of Rome's trans-

Sformarion from a monarchy to an aristocraric republic.

task from now on will be to trace the his-
tory in peace and of a free nation, governed by
annually elected officers of state and subject not
to the caprice of individual men, but to the over-
riding authority of law.

The hard-won liberty of Rome was rendered
the more welcome, and the more fruitful, by the
character of the last king, Tarquin the Proud. Ear-
lier kings may all be considered, not unjustly, to
have contributed to the city’s growth, making
room for an expanding population, for the in-
crease of which they, too, were responsible. They
were all, in their way, successive ‘founders’ of
Rome. Moreover it cannot be doubted that Biru-
tus, who made for himself so great a name by the
expulsion of Tarquin, would have done his coun-
try the greatest disservice, had he vielded too
soon to his passion for liberty and forced the ab-
dication of any of the previous kings. One has but
to think of what the populace was like in those
early days—a rabble of vagrants. mostly run-

Livy. The Early History of Rome, Aubrey de Sélincourt ed. {Har-
mondsworth: Penguin Books, 1971), pp. 105-106.

aways and refugees-——and to ask what would
have happened if they had suddenly found them-
selves protected from all authority by inviolable
sanctuary, and enjoying complete freedom of ac-
tion, if not full political rights.

In such circumstances, unrestrained by the
power of the throne, they would, no doubt, have
set sail on the stormy sea of democratic politics,
swayed by the gusts of popular eloquence and
quarreling for power with the governing class of
a city which did not even belong to them. before
any real sense of community had had time to
grow. That sense--—the only true patriotism—
comes slowly and springs from the heart; it is
founded upon respect for the family and love of
the soil. Premature ‘liberty” of this kind would
have been a disaster: we should have been torn to
pieces by petty squabbles before we had ever
reached political maturity, which, as things were,
was made possible by the long quiet years under
monarchical government; for it was that govern-
ment which, as it were, nursed our strength and
enabled us ultimately to produce sound fruit from
fiberty, as only a politically adult nation can.

Maoreover the first step towards political liber-
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ty in Rome consisted in the fact that the consuls
were annually elected magistrates—in the limita-
tion, that is, not of their powers but of their peri-
od of office. The earliest consuls exercised the
full powers of the kings, and carried all their in-
signia, with one exception—the most impressive
of all——namely the ‘rods.” These were allowed io
only one consul of the iwo, to avoid the duplica-
tion of this dreadful symbol of the power of life
and death. Brutus by his colleague’s consent was
the first to have the rods, and he proved as zeal-
ous in guarding liberty as he had been in de-
manding it. His first act was to make the people,
while the taste of liberty was still fresh upon their

FROM THE STONE AGE TO (500

for this purpose he brought into it leading men of
equestrian rank and made up its number to a total
of three hundred. This, we are told, was the origin
of the distinction between the ‘Fathers’ and the
‘Conseripts’: i.e. the original senators and those
(the conscripts) who were later enrolled, or con-
scripled, as mnembers of the senatorial body. The
measure was woaderfully effective in promoting
national unily and lessening friction between pa-
tricians {members of the leading families, who
dominated the early Republic] and populace.

After reading this selection, consider these
questions:

tongues, swear a solemn oath never to allow any I. Why does Livy assoctate the rule of

man to be king in Rome, hoping by this means to law with the formation of the Repub-

forestall future attempts by persuasion or bribery lic?

to restore the monarchy. . Why does the author believe that Jib-
He then turned his attention to strengthening erty needs time to mature?

the influence of the Senate, whose numbers had . How did the symbol of the rods affect

been reduced by the political murders of Targuin: republican Rome?

e

(W)

SELECTION 2

Ew Romans of the first century B.C. kitew more abour the Republic’s in-
fricate politics, or wrote so well about it, than Marcus Tullius Cicero
{106~ 43 p.C.). Not a member of the old Roman elite, Cicero was a clever
lawyer and a marvelously persuasive orator whose letters, speeches, and
essays would define Latin style for more than a millennivm and a half in
Europe, (Students in advanced Larin courses still wrestle with his elegant
syntax.) Bur while he was polishing his prose, he was also ceaselessly in-
triguing for money and high political office. In a letter to a friend in 55
8.C., Cicero describes the refurn to Rome of the conquering general Pom-
pey, who had won a series of victories in the eastern Mediterranean and
was now bidding for supreme power in the Republic. Pompey was given a
“trivmph,” the kind of pompous military parade with which Rome tradi-
tionally honored a general who had won a great battle. Inn trn, Pompey
entertained the Roman populace with “games™ that included gladiators
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fighting to the death against each other and exotic wild animals. Histori-
ans believe that Cicero himself would have liked ro stage a triviph, so
perhaps a bit of envy lurks benveen his lines. In any case, his letter paints
a vivid picture of public life in the late Roman Republic,

In the end, both Pompey and Cicero would die violent deaths amid the

Republic's final conmvulsions.

gf it was ill health that kept you from the games,
I congratulate you on your good fortune; but if it
was your dislike for such diversions that detained
you I rejoice doubly: that yon are well and that
you are sane enough in mind to scorn the silly
admirations of the people. I say this, however, on
the supposition that during the days of the games
you were putting in your time profitably. You
would withdraw, no doubt, to that den of yours,
which looks out over the Bay of Naples, and in
the seclusion of your charming retreat you would
spend the moming hours in cursory reading;
whereas we, who left you for the show, were
going to sleep over the performance; the rest of
the day you were passing according to your
fancy; whereas we had to put up with what could
pass the Board of Censors.

In fact, the offerings were most elaborate but,
to judge your taste by miine, not at all to your Jik-
ing; for first, to do honor to the occasion those ac-
tors returned to the stage from which they had re-
tired to do honor to themselves. Why, the voice of
your particular favosite, Aesop, failed him in an
especially impressive passage.

Why should I say more? Being familiar with
such programs, you know what events came next.
These did not have the charm even of ordinary
shows, for the elaborateness of the speciacle took
away all delight. T am sure you missed the display
with perfect equanimity. How could one be
pleased with six hundred mules in the Clytenuies-
rra, or three thousand punch bowls in the Trojan
Horse, or varied paraphernalia of cavalry and -
fantry in some battle scene! These spectacles
won popular approval, but they would have
pleased you not at all. If during the days of the
games you had heard your slave Protogenes read

Lerters of a Roman Gendenian Selected fromt the Writings af Cicero,
Arthur Paich McKintay, trans. (Boston: Houghten Mifflin, 1926),
pp. 85-87.

anything whatsoever except my orations, you
would have had more delight than any one of us.

As io the Greek and the Oscan shows, I am
sure you did not miss them; for you can see the
Oscans show off any day in your town council,
and as for Greeks, you take to them so little that
you will not take the Greek highway to your villa.
Why should T suppose that you missed the athlet-
ic games when I know that you scorn gladiators?
In these performances even Pompey acknowl-
edges that he wasted his money and his pains.
The final event consisted of hunting shows, two
of them, continuing through five days, magnifi-
cent, to be sure; but what pleasure can a gentle-
man take in seeing a puny man torn to pieces by
a monstrous beast or a beautiful animal pierced
by a spear? The last was the day of the elephant-
baiting, which brought the crowd much wonder,
but little pleasure. Nay rather the beasts aroused
somie sense of pity as if there were some commu-
nity of feeling between them and man (so that the
crowd rose up and cursed Pompey).

I have written you a longer letter than usual
out of an abundance, not of leisure, but of affec-
tion, because in a ceitain letter, if yvou but re-
member, you gave me a half-way invitation to
write you something that would consele you fer
having missed the games. If T have attained my
object, I rejoice; if not, I comfort myseif with the
reflection that hereafter you will come to the
show and visit me and not stake your hope of en-
joyment on a letter from me.

After reading this selection, consider these
questions:
1. Why did Cicero find Pompey’s games
so distasteful?
. What doeg this letter tell you about
public culture in Rome?
3. In what way do you suspect Cicero’s
complaints are a bit artificial?

12
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SELECTION 3:

FROM

THE STONE AGE TO i500

Among the pleasures of life in Italian cities were the baths, which af-
forded citizens, most of whont had ne running water in their homes, time
1o relax and socialize. From three of four o’clock in the afternoon until
dinnertime, every Roman man headed for the baths. Women were sup-
posed to go in the mornings, but the more daring joined their male com-
panions, if there were no separate facilities for women. The baths were
both public and private, with only a very small charge that went to the at-
tendants. They were extremnely egalitarian, with rich and poor alike en-
Joving the waters and the games available to the bathers. In this selection
a madern French scholar describes an excavated baih ar Pompell.

ext to the butldings used for shows, the most
characteristic structures of Roman cities were un-
doubtedly the thermae or public baths. Here
again, we are discussing an Italian architectural
invention, which is derived from the Hellenic
gymnasium. Like the Roman theaters and am-
phitheaters, they first appeared in southern Haly:
the oldest known example is that of the Stabian
Baths at Pompeii. In their earliest form, they an-
tedate the Roman conquest (about 89 B.C.). but
modified several times, they kept being modern-
ized and enlarged until the end of the city (A.D.
79). One may clearly see there the development
of comfort and luxury, a typical evolution of
baths under the Empire. To the earliest period be-
tong several narrow dark cabins used for private
baths. In addition, the large courtyard surrounded
by columns and used {or exercises form part of
an old, Greek-style, palaestra.

Originally, the water was drawn from a neigh-
boring well. But this rudimentary equipment was
gradually improved. Pipes brought in water from
aqueducts, and large halls were built, each of
which was used for the various steps of the com-
plicated process which a bath then was. By 89
B.C., the Stabian Baths had already been provid-

Pierre Grimal, Roman Ciiies, . Michael Woloch, ans. (Madison:
University of Wisconsin Press, 1983), pp. 68, 70-72.

ed with the essential parts. But it is particularly in
the Forum Baths, built around 80 B.C., and re-
markably preserved, that we can clearly see the
interior plan for buildings of this type.

The Forum Baths, like the Stabian Baths, are
divided into two parts: the larger one was for men
and the smaller for wormen. There is still a
palaestra: it fills up the rear section of the men’s
baths, but its dimensions are relatively modest: a
square of about twenty meters on each side. Il
was not used Tor old-fashioned exercises, bul
rather for strolling, for playing ball and, especial-
ly, the constantly repeated pleasure of conversa-
tion. The women’s baths had only an uncovered
area, perhaps arranged as a garden.

The men’s bath is more complete. It has the
four parts necessary for any Roman bath-building:
an apodvterium, a large cloakroom where the
bathers took off and left their clothes, then a cold
room, the frigidarivm, then a warm room, the rep-
idarinm, and finally a steam room, the caldariiun.
Everyone went from one to the other according to
the customary ritual. The plan of the Pompeian
baths shows that the apodyferitim apened into
both the frigidarivm and the tepidarim: thus it
was possible for one to go directly into the cold
room for the first ablution, accomplished by
plunging into a pool which took up almost the
whole room, or else one could first enter the warm
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room, where the body gradually became used to a
high temperature. After a few moments, the bhather
went into the caldarivm, where the heat causad
abundant swealting. A basin was placed there,
bolding lukewarm water and a tub into which one
could plunge. It was then possible, by following
the route in the opposite direction, to refurn to the
frigidarivin for a last cold bath.

In the more complicated and sumptouous baths
built during the imperal era, other rooms were
used for massages, for applying oil. and the
rooms for conversation and strolling were multi-
plied. This is quile apparent, for example, in one
of the largest baths of Timgad (called the Large
North Baths or the Northern Baths), whose
arrangements and symmetry obviously relate to
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The need 1o locate in the baths sources of heat,
powerful yet still capable of maintaining varied
temperatures in the different kinds of rooms, led
the architects to invent ingenious methods, of
which the most common was the use of pavement
supported on piltars of brick, which were called
suspensurae. Thus, the hot air from the furnace
circulated freely and warmed the floor, then it es-
caped through a large number of vertical pipes
built into the walls, while the dust and smoke
were carried along. In order to control the tem-
perature of a room, it was sufficient to vary its lo-
cation along the path of hot air, and the rooms
closest to the furnace were obviously the hotiest.

After reading this selection, consider these

the most magnificent bath-buildings in Rome,  guestions:

those of Caracalla or those of Diocletian. There 1. Why were baths so popular with the
one finds, next to the caldariim,. where basins Romans?

kept the hot room humid, rooms for dry heat, 2. What institations in the modern world

are similar to the Roman baths?
. How were Roman baths heated?

called laconica or Spartan baths, where the tem-
peratures could ciimb even higher.

tad

SELECTION 4:

En the larrer part of the first century B.c. Institutions of the Republic with-
ered and the generals and their armies began to struggle 1o rake over the
city and the lands that now were under Roman control. At timmes they might
join forces in a triumvirate (a three-man coalirion), but they were ex-
remely fragile and no one was surprised when they fell apart. Julivs Cae-
sar (ca. 100-44 g.¢.) was a powerful general who rose to prominence be-
cause of his successful wars in Gaul. Once back in Rome, the nunber and
strength of his loyal troops convinced the politicians of Rome that cooper-
ation with him was prudent. Caesar disposed of his enemies and soon gov-
erned as if he were Rome's only ruler; a king in all but name,

An opposition group formed among leading politicians who had been
denied Caesar’s favor. Cicero, although not an active member of the op-
position, sympathized with it (a stand that would later cost him his life).
Some of Caesar's friends also took the opposing side because they feared
that he had become a threar ro Rome's traditional liberties. One of these
friends was Marcus Junius Brutus, a descendant of the parrician leader
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whe in 509 p.c. had killed Rome’s last king and proclaimed the Republic
(selection 1). A conspiracy formed to kill Caesar on the date known,
Roman-stvle, as the Ides of March (March 15), 44 B.c. What happened
next is dramatically narrated by the ancient biographer Plutarch (A.p. 46—
120). In reading this account, remember that Plutarch was writing more
than a century after the events that he described.

" hen Caesar entered, the Senators stood up
to show their respect to him, and of Brutus’s con-
federates, some came about his chair and stood
behind it. Others met him, pretending to add their
petitions to those of Tullius Cimber, in behalf of
his brother, who was in exile; and they followed
him with their joint applications till he came to
his seat. When he sat down, he refused to comply
with their requests, and upon their urging him
further began to reproach them severely for their
importunities, when Tullius, laying hold ef his
robe with both his hands, pulled it down from his
neck. This was the signal {or the assault.

Casca gave him the first cut in the neck, which
was not mortal nor dangerous, as coming from
one who at the beginning of such a beld action
was probably very much disturbed. Caesar im-
mediately turned about, and laid his hand upon
the dagger and kept hold of it. And both of them
at the same time cried out, he that received the
blow, in Latin, “Vile Casca, what does this
mean?” and he that gave it, in Greek to his broth-
er, “Brother, help!” Upon this first onset, those
who were not privy to the design were aston-
ished, and their horror and amazement at what
they saw were so great that they neither fled nor
assisted Caesar, nor so much as spoke a word.
But those who came prepared {or the business en-
closed him on every side, with their naked dag-
gers in their hands.

Whichever way he turned he met with blows,
and saw their swords leveled at his face and eyes,
and was encompassed lilke a wild beast in the
toils on every side. For it had been agreed they
should each make a thrust at him, and cover
themselves with his blood. For this reason Brutus

“Caesar’” in Plutarch: The Lives of the Noble Grecians and Romans,
Jalws Dyyden, trns., rev. by Arthur Hugh Clough (New York: Mod-
ern Library, 1937), pp. 892-93.

also gave him one stab in the groin. Some say
that he fought and resisted all the rest, shifting
his body to avoid the blows, and calling out for
help, but that when he saw Brutus’s sword
drawn, he covered his face with his robe and sub-
mitted, letting himself fall, whether were by
chance or that he was pushed in that direction by
his murderers, at the foot of the pedestal on
which Pompey’s statue stood, now wet with his
blood. So that Pompey himself seemed to have
presided, as it were, over the revenge done upon
his adversary, who lay here at his feet, and
breathed out his soul through his multitude of
wounds, for they say he received three-and-
twenty. And the conspirators themselves were
many of them wounded by each other, while they
all leveled their blows at the same person.

When Caesar was dispatched, Brutus stood
forth to give a reason for what they had done, but
the Senate would not hear him, but flew out of
doors in all haste. They filled the people with so
much alarm and distraction, that some shut up
their houses, others left their counters and shops.
All ran one way or the other, some to the place to
see the sad spectacle, others back again after they
had seen it. Anfony and Lepidus, Caesar’s most
faithful friends, got off privately, and hid them-
selves in some friends’ houses. Brutus and his
followers, being yet hot from the deed, marched
in a body from the senate-house to the capitol
with their drawn swords, not like persons who
thought of escaping, but with an air of confidence
and assurance. As they went along, they called 1o
the people to resume their liberty, and invited the
company of any more distinguished people
whom they met.

After reading this selection, consider these
questions:
1. Why would the conspirators agree that
each of them should strike Caesar?
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2. Pompey was once Caesar’s friend, then
was defeated and died as his enemy.
What does Plutarch find ironic about

SELECTION 5:

c Ant

the scene of Caesar’s assassination?
3. What role does Brutus play in killing
Caesar?

lthough Caesar’s assassins claimed that they had acted only 1o pre-

serve Roman liberties, among the people of the city there were doubis.
Much that Coesar had done benefited the populace. A calculating Marc
Antony seized the opportunity ar Caesar's funeral to remind the men and
women of Rome all that they owed to Caesar. Better than any contenpo-
rary author, William Shakespeare captures the skill of Antony to rally pub-
lic opinion against the conspirarors. (It should be noted that Shakespeare
fook most of the material for his rragedy Julius Caesar fiom Phuarch).

iends, Romans, countrymen, lend me your
eAars;

I come to bury Caesar, not to praise him.

The evil that men do lives after them,

The good is oft interred with their bones;

So et it be with Caesar. The noble Brutus

Hath told you Caesar was ambitious;

If it were so, it was a grievous fault,

And grievously hath Caesar answer’d it.

Here, under leave of Brutus and the rest,—

For Brutus is an honourable man;

So are they all, all honourable men,—

Come I to speak in Caesar’s funeral.

He was my friend, faithful and just to me:

But Brutus says he was ambitious;

And Brutus is an honourable man.

He hath brought many captives home to Rome,

Whose ransoms did the general coffers fill:

Julins Caesar, ac1 3, scene 2, in The Yale Shakespeare, Wilbur L.
Cross and Tucker Brooke, eds. (New York: Barmes and Noble,
1983}, pp. 959-60.

Did this in Caesar seem ambitious?

When that the poor have cried, Caesar hath wept,

Ambition should be made of sterner stuff;

Yet Brutus says he was ambitious;

And Brutus is an honourable man.

You all did see that on the Lupercal®

I thrice presented him a kingly crown,

Which he did thrice refuse: was this ambition?

Yet Brutus says he was ambitious;

And, sure, he is ap honourable man.

I speak not to disprove what Brutus spoke,

But here 1 am to speak what T do know.

You all did love him once, not without cause:

What cause withholds you then to mourn for
him?

O judgment, thou art fled to brutish beasts,

And men have lost their reason. Bear with me;

My heart 15 in the coffin there with Caesar,

And T must pause till it come back to me. . ..

If you have tears, prepare to shed them now.

#a traddisional Roman festival
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You all do know this mantle: 1 remember
The first time ever Caesar put it on;

“Twas on a summer’s evening, in his tent,
That day he overcame the Nervii.

Look, in this place ran Cassius’ dagger through:
See what a rent the envious Casca made:
Through this the well-beloved Brutus stabb’d;
And, as he pluck’d his cursed steel away,
Mark how the blood of Caesar follow'd it,

As rushing out of doors, to be resolv'd

If Brutus so unkindly knock’d or no;
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0, what a fall was there, my countrymen!

Then I, and you, and all of us fell down,

Whilst bloody treason flourish’d over us.

O now you weep, and | perceive you feel

The dint of pity; these are gracious drops.

Kind souls, what, weep you when you but behold
Our Caesar’s vesture wounded? Look you here,
Here is himself, marr’d, as you see, with traitors.

After reading this selection, consider these
guestions:

I. How does Shakespeare’s Marc Antony
turn public opinion against the assas-
sins?

. Marc Antony refers to the time he of-

For Brutus, as you know, was Caesar’s angel:
Judge, O you gods, how dearly Caesar lov'd him.
This was the most unkindest cut of all;

For when the noble Caesar saw him stab,
Ingratitude, more strong than traitors’ arms, fered Caesar a crown. Why do you
Quite vanquish’d him: then burst his mighty heart; suppose Caesar refused it?

And, in his mantle muffling up his face, 3. Does Marc Antony show in his eulogy
Even at the base of Pompey's statue, that he has the right to be Caesar’s
Which all the while ran blood, great Caesar fell. successor rather than Brutus?

I3

SELECTION 6

TI:I.fS selection describes an event during the Roman civil wars. Roman
society was torn apart by irreconcilable political partisanship within the
city. Reflecting this condition, the Republic’s government, headed by the
Senare and the consuls, could not comrol its generals. Marius, Cinna, and
Sulla, all of whon are mentioned in the selection, were earlier generals
who seized power during the course of these civil wars.

In 43 B.c., Hortensia, daughter of a former consul (and thus a member
of one of Rome’s leading families}, taok the lead in protesting the action
of the alliance formed against Julius Caesar's assassins. This alliance,
called the Triumvirate {“the three-man group™), brought together Octa-
vian, Marc Antony, and Lepidus. Their announced goal was to avenge
Julius Caesar, but in facr they aimed ro divide the Roman world among
themselves.

Hortensia’'s protest is an eloguent testimony to the role that women
plaved in Roman societv. The voices of some women from the most im-
partant families could not be ignored; ordinary women, of course, had no
such role.
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he triumvirs addressed the people on this sub-
ject [paying off their debts] and published an
edict requiring 1400 of the richest women to
make a valuation of their property, and to furnish
for the service of the war such portion as the tri-
umvirs should require from each. It was provided
further that if any should conceal their property
or make a false valuation they should be {ined,
and that rewards should be given to inlormers.,
whether free persons or slaves. The women re-
solved to beseech the women-folk of the iri-
umvirs, With the sister of Octavian and the moth-
er of Antony they did not fail, but they were
repulsed from the doors of Fulvia, the wife of
Antony, whose rudeness they could scarce en-
dure. They then forced their way to the tribunal
of the triumvirs in the forum, the people and the
guards dividing to let them pass. There, through
the mouth of Hortensia, whom they had selected
to speak, they spoke as follows: “As befitted
women of our rank addressing a petition to you,
we had recourse to the ladies of your households:
but having been treated as did not befit us, at the
hands of Fulvia, we have been driven by her to
the forum. You have already deprived us of our
fathers, our sons, our husbands, and our brothers,
whom you accused of having wronged you if you
take away our property also, you reduce us to a
condition unbecoming our birth, our manners,
our sex. If we have done you wrong, as you say
our husbands have, proscribe us as you do them.
But if we women have not voted any of you pub-
lic enemies, have not torn down your houses, de-
stroyed your army, or led another one against
you; if we have not hindered you in obtaining of-
fices and honours,—why do we share the penal-
ty when we did not share the gnilt?

“Why should we pay taxes whea we have no
part in the honours, the commands, the state-
craft, for which you contend against each other
with such harmful results? ‘Because this is a time
of war,” do you say? When have there not been
wars, and when have taxes ever been imposed on
women, who are exempted by their sex among all

Appian, Roman History, Horace White, trans., Loeb Classical Library
(Cambridge, MA: Harvard Universily Press, 1961}, pp. 195-99,
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mankind? Our mothers did once rise superior to
their sex and made contributions when you were
in danger of losing the whole empire and the city
itself through the conflict with the Carthaginians.
But then they contributed voluntarily, not from
their landed property, their fields, their dowries,
or their houses, without which life is not possible
to free women, but only from their own jewellery,
and even these not according to fixed valuation,
not under fear of informers or accusers, not by
force and violence, but what they themselves
were willing to give. What alarm is there now for
the empire or the country? Let war with the Gauls
or the Parthians come, and we shall not be inferi-
or to cur mothers in zeal for the common safety;
but for civil wars may we never contribute, nor
ever assist you against each other! We did not
contribute to Caesar or to Pompey.] Neither Mar-
ius nor Cinna imposed taxes upon us. Nor did
Sulla, who held despotic power in the state, do
so0, whereas you say that you are re-establishing
the commonwealth.”

While Hortensia thus spoke the triumvirs were
angry that women should dare to hold a public
meeting when the men were silent; that they
should demand from magistrates the reasons for
their acts, and themselves not so much as furnish
money while the men were serving in the army.
They ordered the lictors [Roman police] to drive
them away from the tribunal, which they pro-
ceeded to do until cries were raised by the multi-
tude outside, when the liciors desisted and the tri-
umvirs said they would postpone till the next day
the consideration of the matter.

After reading this selection, consider these
questions:

1. Whai does this passage reveal about
the role certain women could play in
Roman politics?

. Was it only because they risked losing
some of their wealth that Hortensia
and her supporters were angered?

3. What caused the triumvir to postpone

immediate action against Hortensia
and her followers?

12



CHAPTER 10

Imperial Rome and Early Christianity:
How Can the Achievements of
Augustus and Jesus Be Compared?

lT;e dying Roman Republic had created an empire, but with Julius
Caesar’s death it was an empire without an emperor. Rebellion, war,
and corruption among leading public officials {lounished un-
checked. The last decades of the Republic suggested—and the fail-
ure of Cuesar’s assassins to reestablish the old political order
proved—that Rome could be governed only by a strong ruler. The
city of Rome and its traditional institutions simply could not govern
the entire Mediterranean world.

The struggle for power in Rome entered its final phase. Caesar’s
crandnephew and adopted son, Octavian, who was still a youth at
his studies at the time of Caesar’s death, hurried back to Rome only
to learn that Marc Antony had given away most of his inheritance.
For a time Octavian, Antony, and Lepidus—the Triumvirate men-
tioned in chapter 9, selection 6—were allied against Caesar’s assas-
sins. But after Brutus and the other assassins had been defeated in
war and either committed suicide or otherwise died, the victorious
triumvirs’ personal ambitions and jealousy drove them apart. By 27
B.C.. after a new series of wars, Octavian was the sole ruler of the
Roman Empire.

Octavian shrewdly called himself princeps (“first citizen”) and
claimed to be restoring the Republic. Actually he ran the govern-
ment. The obedient Senate voted him the title of Augustis (“he who
is revered”), and his name has gone down in history as Caesar Au-
gustus, the first Roman emperor. He brought Rome peace and pros-
perity after decades of anarchy. The Empire over which he presided
would endure for centuries, and some elements of the Roman sys-
tem of government, notably its law codes, remain to this day funda-
mental to the political structures of most European states.

During Augustus’s reign (for he would hold power until he died
peacefully in A.D, 14), there was born in distant Roman-ruled Pales-
tine a Jewish boy known as Yeshua (Jesusy of Nazareth. Augustus’s
name and lists of accomplishments were carved onto innumerable
public monuments all over the Empire; his image appeared on all
the Empire’s coins. No documents mentioning Jesus survive from
his lifetime, and he died an ignominious and painful death by cru-

118



