Human Behavior in a
Group and Societal Context

Frank J. Zulke

Sociology, defined broadly, is the scientific study of society, social groups,
and social behavior. A basic premise is that behavior is determined by the
groups to which people belong and by the societies in which they live. In
other words, we behave the way we do because we belong to particular
groups in a particular society at a particular point in space and time.
Groups can be primary (a small number of people who interact on an
intimate basis) or secondary (a small or large number of people who inter-
act on a temporary, anonymous, and impersonal basis). Think of dyads
such as two people in love, or larger collectivities such as baseball teams,
churches, audiences at a rock concert, or corporations. The kinds of ques-
tions that would interest sociologists studying such groups are: How did
they form? How are new members brought in? Do they influence members
consciously or unconsciously? Is there pressure to conform? Will behavior
of members change as the group gets larger? Are there leaders? Are sec-
ondary groups becoming more important than primary groups today?
These groups combine together to form societies. Societies can range
from small bands of twenty to fifty people who survive by hunting animals
and gathering nuts and fruits to highly developed industrial societies teem-
ing with millions of people. While sociologists are interested in both types
of societies, they will usually leave the “bands” for the anthropologists to
study. The sociologists will concentrate on the modern, complex, technolog-
ieally advanced societies and attempt to see how the societies meet basice
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social needs of their members. Thus they will look at such universal insti-
tutions as the family, religion, education, government, and the economy.

As an aside, it might be of interest to note that the development of socio-
logical research and theory has oceurred only in countries which have demo-
cratic political regimes. (The word sociology itself, in fact, was coined in
France by Auguste Comte in the time period immediately following the
French Revolution.) This may be changing at present. In 1989, the Presidium
of the Communist Party in the U.S.5.R. passed a resolution making the devel-
opment of sociology a national priority. For the first time in Soviet history,
graduate students were sent to the United States to study sociology. Sociol-
ogy in China has also made dramatic strides. Since the death of Mao Ze-dong,
a Chinese Sociological Association was founded and government funds for
research were made available. However, events like Tiananmen Square in
China (1989) and the societal deterioration activated by the brealup of the
Soviet Union (1991) may mean that the future of sociology in those countries
is still precarious. A crackdown on well-known scholars like Chinese econo-
mist He Qinglian during the early 2000s lends support to the idea that China,
is not willing to grant even limited press and academic freedom to its social
scientists. Critical of what she considers a corrupt Chinese government, He's
books have been banned in China and she found herself under full-time sur-
veillance. Fearful of being charged with espionage, He finally sought refuge in
the Scholars at Risk program at the University of Chicago.

There are two levels of analysis at which sociologists work. One level is
microsoclology, which focuses on everyday patterns of behavior, face-to-face
interactions and the like. The sociologist here might examine workers on an
assembly line, men and women in a singles bar, or college students who join a
cult. No aspect of social life Is too small for this level of analysis. The second
level of analysis is macrosociology, which focuses on relationships between
and among groups and the overall social arrangements in society. The soclol-
ogist here might explore how subsistence technology is related to the stratifi-
cation system or the long-term effects of industrialization on a society.
Microlevel and macrolevel analysis often complement each other—to ignore
gither would give a lopsided view of what sociological analysis is about.

Still another way to find out even more about what sociology is would
be to check the table of contents of an introduetory sociology text. Besides
topies already mentioned above, typical topies found here include culture,
socialization, race, ethnicity, gender, bureaucracy, crime, delinquency,
ecology, stratification, demography, minorities, ete. By now, it should be
clear that sociology is a broad field.

In its approach to the study of behavior, groups, and society, sociology
strives to be scientific. This means that sociologists are sometimes dis-
trustful of common-sense explanations. (See Box 5.1.) One wag has wryly
suggested that common sense is no more than yesterday's opinions. While
one could debate if this is true or not, sociologists prefer to use an explan-
atory approach which can be verified by empirical evidence. They want to
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use an objective, logical, and systematic method to collect, organize, and
analyze their information. It is this use of the “scientific method” that sep-
arates sociological thought from casual reflection. In terms of specific
research designs, it is estimated that 90 percent of the data eollected by
sociologists is done by means of interviews and questionnaires.

In his classic The Sociological I'magination (1959), the late C.
Wright Mills suggests that sociologists have a special insight into the
social world because they have the ability to understand the subtle linkage
between personal experience and the structure of the society as a whole,
Mills feels that people have problems seeing beyond their immediate situa-
tion. They see themselves and their world from the limited perspective of
family friends, classmates, and fellow workers. People have no idea how
they are connected to larger groups and the general society. Mills feels
that use of the sociological imagination opens up this cramped vision of
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the world because it makes people aware that personal lives are shaped by
larger historical and social forces which are sometimes beyond personal
contrel. In simplest terms, the sociological imagination shows how individ-
uals fit into the “big picture.”

Mills offers examples dealing with unemployment and divoree. When
only one man is unemployed, he says, that is his personal trouble. His prob-
lem can be explained by lack of skills, opportunities, or willingness to work.
When ten million American workers are jobless, however, that is a social
problem which goes beyond the failings of individuals. Either the economy
is not producing enough job opportunities or the educational system is not
turning out enough qualified workers or some other impersonal social foree
is at work. Or consider the general rise in divoree rates in American society
today. A couple may be unhappily married, but when one out of two Ameri-
can marriages end in divorce, it is time to look beyond a particular couple’s
personal {roubles. The sociclogical imagination suggests the causes of
divorce must be understood in terms of social developments that have
made married life less satisfaetory. It gnides us to think about “subjective”
reasons such as feminism, an increasing emphasis on “seli-fulfillment” and
a decline in eommon values as well as more “objective” reasens such as
increased job openings and higher salaries for women. We will not be able
to undersiand ourselves or the world, Mills says, without understanding
the groups to which we belong and the society in which we live.

In another classic work, Fnvitation to Sociology (1963), Peter Berger
pursues Mills' idea and suggests that the sociological imagination
becomes like a “demon that possesses one.” It will induce skepticism
about “common sense” explanations of human soeciety and allow us to see
through fagades and conventional wisdoms. It will make us see ourselves
and others in a new light. Even the social world into which we were born
and in which we have lived all our lives may appear different.

To test if what Mills and Berger say is correct you might wish to dis-
cuss with your instructor whether the statements in Box 5.2 are {rue or
false. All deal with areas of research that sociology has investigated. While
answers are listed at the end of the chapter, don’t leok them up until you
have “tested” yoursell.

Another question to be considered is “what can this stuff be used
for?” While sociology is a basic science dedicated to the accumulation of
fundamental kmowledge about society, groups, and behavior, it is also an
applied science. Sociology can be used to solve practical problems,
guide policy decisions, or serve particular clients. In fact, many of the
15,000 professional sociologists in America are quite active in the
applied area. This Is true for the 70 percent who teach in colleges and
universities and for the steadily increasing 30 percent who are employed
in government, industry and nonprofit organizations. Sociologists
involved in applied research collect, analyze, and interpret data that
enable manufacturers to anticipate consumer preferences, candidates to
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both are interesied in past events. It is similar to geography to the extent
that both examine how the physical environment affects people’s lives.
Differences are important to consider as well. Unlike psychologists
who may look for explanations of adjustment in internal mental processes
and individual differences, sociologists seek answers in societal and group
contexts. Unlike anthropologists, sociologists focus on industrialized
rather than on preindustrialized societies. Unlike political scientists and
economists, sociologists focus on more than one institution. Unlike histori-
ans, sociologists are concerned with present-day events. Finally, unlile

geographers, sociologists attend io the interactions between social institu-
tions and natural resources.



Sociology—Zullce 53

predict voling behavior, companies to make personnel decisions, and
courts to render informed and just decisions. One landmark eourt deci-
sion was made, for example, in Brown v. Board of Education in Topeka,
Kansas, in 1954. Topeka had segregated schools at that time.
Six-year-old Linda Brown was forced to travel 20 blocks to an all-black
school rather than attend an all-white school in her neighborhood. Her
father challenged this and brought the case before the Supreme Court.
Using the research and testimony of sociologists and other social scien-
tists as the basis for its decision, the Supreme Couri stipulated that
racially segregated schools were unconstitutional because of harmful
effects on the potential educational achievements of African-American
children. I hope this point is made: sociological theory and research have
important implications for changing social policies and programs. Box
5.3 looks at two important social reformers.

In closing, it might be useful to consider some similarities between
sociology and the other social sciences. Sociology is like psychology in that
both are concerned with how people adjust to both predictable and unfore-
seen occurrences. It is similar to anthropology for both study culture. It is
lie political science as both are interested in how people govern them-
selves. It is like economics in that both disciplines try to analyze how
resources are allocated to meet people’s needs. It is likke history in that
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As is probably obvious, the boundaries between sociology and the other
social sciences are vague and constantly shifting. Sociologists recognize
this overlap and feel free to invade the territory of other social scientists
whenever it feels nuseful. After all is said and done, sociology and the secial
sciences all study human behavior and the settings in which it occurs,

Queestions

1. Define sociology. How does it diifer from socialism or social work?

2. What types of groups and societies is the sociologist interested in? Why?

3. Why1is sociology most highily developed in countries that are democracies?

4. What is the difference between microsociology and macrosociology?

5. Why might a common-sense approach to social lnowledge lead to dis-
tortions and misinterpretations?

6. In what sense is sociological thought different from casual reflection?

7. What is the “sociological imagination”? How might use of it add to our
understanding of such controversial issues as affirmative action or
bilingual education?

8. Were you surprised by the answers to the ten questions taken from
current sociological research? Why or why not?

9. “What can this stuff be used for?”

10. Can you see any disadvantages to using social science research as evi-
dence for legal decisions?

1. How is sociology different from, and similar to, the other social sci-
ences? Apply the approach of each to juvenile delinquency.

12. Whyare Jane Addams and W. E. B. Du Bois considered to be “marginal”
saciologists? Could gender and race have something to do with this?

13. Sociology depariments in graduate schools currently atiract more
women than men. Why do you think this is so?

14. C. Wright Mills supposedly said that a good sociology course would teach
one how to read the New York Times properly. Check out a story at Atip./
/wnewnytimes.com/ or the Web site for your local newspaper. Does hav-
ing read this chapter give you a different perspeciive on the story?

15. Check out the American Sociological Association’s Web site at itfp:/

www.asaret.org to discover further information about sociologists
and the wide variety of topies they study.

Answers for “a true-false quiz on sociological research”
are afl false,



Evolution and Culture

Frank J. Zulke

Anthropology is often defined as the study of the human race. It includes
everything that has to do with human beings, past and present. Since,
needless to say, no single anthropologist would be able to investigate such
a broad field, the discipline is divided into at least two subfields: physical
anthropology and cultural anthropology.

Physical anthropology focuses on humans as biological organisms.
Whether the emphasis is on extinet ancestors or the study of living primate
groups (mammals including lemurs, apes, monkeys, etc.), the attempt is
made to examine the evidence for human evolution. The human animal is
seen as evolving through gradual processes of “natural selection,” for exam-
ple, developing upright posture, a large complex brain, and finely tuned
eye-hand coordination. The time span of interest here, as Box 6.1 indicates,
may go back as far as four and one-half billion years ago to the birth of the
world. The time span of interest for humans, as traced through fossils, will
be less. Fossils are bones, impressions, or traces of animals or plants of a
former geological age found in the earth's crust. They provide clues to the
human past. Fossils of humans have been found that are 35,000 years old.
Other fossils that show “links” to humans have been dated at 500,000 and
even millions of years old. Anthropologists, thus, have been the caretakers
of human history for a very long period of time. Remember, too, that there
are “written” records for only about 5,000 years of human existence.

Although humans are biological organisms and, therefore, similar to
other animals, humans are also quite unlike any other animals. One dis-
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tinctive feature that makes humans different is that they possess culture—
socially learned and shared patierns of behavior passed on from one gen-
eration to another. Without a culture transmiited from the past, each new
generation would have o solve again elementary problems of existence.
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Each generation would have to rediscover fire, reinvent the wheel, relearn
to domesticate animals, devise again a moral code, ete. Cultural anthropol-
ogists study humans in terms of their eulture. Three areas of interest for
cultural anthropologists are archeology, linguistics, and ethnography.

Archeologists study past cultures. They are interested in those which
left written records as well as those that existed thousands of years ago
that did not. To study these culfures, anthropologists look at material
objects, or artifacts, that people have left behind. Often these remains are
buried in the ground, so archeologists carefully dig them up, date them, and
{ry to reconstruct what life was like in the past. Tools, weapons, pottery,
and even “garbage” can tell much about how people lived. Think of what
archeologists 500 years in the future might conelude if they were to find s,
copper disk we Americans call a “penny.” Or what if they found a condom?

Linguists study human langnages. They are not so much interested in
learning to speak foreign languages fluently but in understanding how the
language used afiects a culture. Without language, culture could not exist. It
allows knowledge to be passed from individual to individual and from genera-
tion to generation. Some go so far as to say we lmow the world only in terms
that language provides. We can tell how important something is fo a culture,
for example, by the number of words the culture has for it. Consider that Eski-
mos have twenty different words for snow, Bedouin Arabs have hundreds of
words related to the care of camels, and Americans have an ever increasing
number of words related to the computer, Also, linguistic relations reveal links
between people previously not recognized as related. For example, people in
Finland and Hungary speak different languages, but both are part of the
Finno-Ugric Janguage family, revealing that at one time they were one people.

Ethnographers concentrate on cultures of the present. They often go
into the “field" to complete an observational study firsthand. Sometimes
they use detached observation but more often they use participant obser-
vation. Here they eat, sleep, worlk, and make friends with the people in the
culture they are studying. Yon may want to revisit Chapter 3, pp. 23-26 for
a more detailed description of participant observation. Anthropologists
use this research design much more than other social sclentists, and when
they do, they may experience “culture shock.” (See Box 6.2.)

Although best noted for studying relatively small, isolated, nonliterate,
faraway, “exotic” cultures—the last surviving stone age tribe, lost cities—
anthropologists are increasingly interested in large, complex, technologi-
cally developed cultures. At least two reasons may account for this. First,
many traditional cultures are disappearing or else are finding it necessary
to adjust to a rapidly changing world. Second, there is greater recognition
that some questions that must be dealt with in modern cultures can only
be answered by the kind of understanding that comes from the use of an
anthropological perspeective.

The anihropologieal perspective constantly reminds us that ours is
not the only existing culture and that we should not be ethnocentric, i.e.,
we should not consider our way of life superior to all others. If we judge
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other life styles in terms of our own conceptions, we may see those who
are different as inferior, ignorant, crazy, or immoral. “Early anthropolo-
gists” in the guise of Christian missionaries, for example, were appalled at
the sexual habits of Polynesian peoples.

An importamnt step in reducing ethnocentrism is to understand that
values, norms, beliefs, and attitudes are not in themselves correct or incor-
rect, desirable or undesirable. They simply exist within the total cultural
framework of a people. This is why anthropologists tend to be “holistic” in
their examination of various cultures. Everything should be considered in
relation to how it fits into “that” culture rather than how it fails to fit into
“our” culture. This is known as cultural relativism. By attempting to
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understand how lending one's wile to strangers {il ino traditional Eskimo
culture, for example, you would discover its usefulness in that climate.
Below, the quotation from Hans Ruesch’s Top of the World has an Eskimo
explaining to a non-Eskimo why wife lending makes sense: “Anybody
would much rather lend out his wife than something else. Lend out your
sled and you'll get it back cracked, lend out your saw and some teeth will
be missing, lend out your dogs and they'll come home crawling, tired—hbut
no matter how often you lend out your wife she'll always stay like new.”
Wife lending seems the reasonable thing to do—albeil a sexist solution to
be sure—within the harsh climate of the Esldmo culture.

In advocating cultural relativism, anthropologists are not suggesting
that we can or even should condone everything people in other societies
do. One does not, for example, have to lend one's wife to a siranger. Prac-
ticing cultural relativity does not mean the abandonment of our own moral
standards, but rather the attempt to understand the standards of other
cultures. We can learn a great deal from the study of other cultures, no
matier how simple or complex. The more we learn, the more we eventually
see that it is impossible to gain complete lmowledge about curselves with-
out examining cultures other than our own.

There are about 7,000 professional anthrepologists in America, many
of whom are women. About 80 percent of them are college professors who
do research in addition {o teaching. The other 26 percent work and con-
duet research for government, private industry, or nonprofit organizations
such as museums. Anthropologists are particularly useful in jobs which
require a cross-cultural orientation and/or where there is work that
requires humanistic social planning.

In closing, I leave you to ponder this anecdote. My social science pro-
fessor in eollege asked students to choose which of the social sciences was
the “best.” It had to he anthropology, she said, because anthropologists
were the only social scientists with a sense of humor!

Questions

1. What is anthropology? Why is it considered the broadest science?

2. Distinguish between physical and cultural anthropology.

3. How long have humans been on earth? How do we know?

4. Distinguish between archeology, linguisties, and ethnography.

5. What eonclusions might an archeologist come io if she found a penny

or a condom while digging in the U.S.A. 500 years from now? What
might she find if she were to come across a gravesite?

6. Can language be racist, sexist, and/or ageist? Give examples.
7. Napoleon Chagnon, quoted in Box 6.2, is one of the most celebrated

anthropologists of his generation. Type his name into your favorite
search engine and find out more ahout his background.
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8. Chagnon's Yanomamd: The Fierce People is cited by many as the best
ethnography ever written. Yet the book is mired in controversy and
Chagnon has been called a racist for his pronouncements about
Yanomamd violence. Type “Life among the Anthros” into a search
engine and pursue this controversy in a 2/8/01 New York Review of
Baoks article by Clifford Geertz. Evaluate whether Chagnon deserves
amny of this eriticism or if his critics are unfairly challenging him.

9. What is eulture shock? What might someone coming to the U.S.A. for
the first {ime find shoeking about American culture?

10. Why do anthropologists usually foeus on. small, isolated societies?
11. What is ethnocentrism? Why should we avoid it?
12. Is cultural relativism desirable? Why or why not?

13. The American Anthropological Association is the world’s largest pro-
fessional organization for anthropologists. Visit its Web site at itip:/
www.aaanet.org to find information about jobs/careers, publications,
research interests, and ethical concerns of anthropology.

14. Can-you think of any reasons why anthropologists might have a better
developed sense of humor than other social scientists?



Political Science
The Study of Governing

Brady Twiggs

Political science is the study of the process of governing. As such, it is
highly varied. Unlike most of the other social sciences, there are widely
divergent positions among its practitioners as {o exact subject matter and
proper methodology.

Certain historic developments can help us understand why such diversity
exists. Humankind has, after all, evolved an almost unending variety of ways
{o enable some humans to exercise rule over others. Partially, this involves
institutional variations such as: elans, tribes, city-states, empires, kingdoms,
nation-states and leagues—each of these having many possible sub-types.
There have also been differences in the instrumentalities of rule; physical
force, divinity, consensus, wealth, wisdom, prestige, numbers and negotiations.
Finally, variation has developed in terms of what aspects of human activities
are a part of political life. Af times, only a limited number of human actions
have been viewed as proper subjects of rulership, and yet, at other times, no
area of human activities is excluded (care of the aged or unemployed, ete.).

To accompany such variation in subject matter, there have evolved
widely divergent conceptions as to the best way to seek understanding.
Among the intellectual approaches to the study of politieal life, the con-
cepts, methods, and tools of such fields as theology, philosophy, law, psychol-
ogy, sociology, anthropology, economies, history and biology are employed.

In the light of such diversity it is perhaps understandable that any
attempt to specify “the” subject matter and “the” method of studying the
subject is bound to [ruslrale and lead lo argumenis among practitioners.
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Despite this, it is possible to state some common subject concerns that
consistently appear in the works of political scientists. First, political
activity is always directed toward something, whether it be the good, sal-
vation, equality, freedom, security, power or material well-being. Much of
political thinking is devoted to identifying, defining, questioning, measur-
ing and judging these values or purposes as a part of political life.

Other subjects for political scientists are institutions or structures.
Political activities are organized human activities even though humans can
and do participate as individuals. Here, the concern is with such phenom-
ena as assemblies, pariaments, presidencies, bureaucracies, courts and
police, political parties and pressure groups. Indeed, almost any form of
human organization has the potential to function politically and thus come
under the serutiny of political study.

Finally, political life involves humans behaving or doing things. Some
human actions that have been the focus of political studies are: warfare,
voting, bargaining, terrorizing and administering. Again, almost any human
activity can involve political life and part of political study is devoted to dis-
covering and explaining what actions are necessary to understanding,

It is possible to identify philosophical, behavioral, and policy approaches
to the study of political life. (Box 7.1 illustrates how the approaches might view
abortion.) At times, one of these approaches is more dominant than the others,
but all of them are currently represented among today's political seientists.
Philosophical questions raised involve the moral nature of political behavior:
What should be the relations among differing human groups? What are the
limits of demands for obedience? What are the rights of individuals and
groups? In trying to explore such issues the tools of philosophy are employed
and this area is referred to as political philosophy (or political theory).

Secondly, we find an approach classified as the behavioral method.
This includes a wide range of specific approaches. Generally, however, the
emphasis is in developing and using concepts, tools and theories of sei-
ence. The search is for patterns and systems of behavior. The tools used in
such studies tend to be adapted from sociology, economics and psychology.

Finally we have what can be called the policy approach. This
approach arose from a concern with the effects of political activities and
interest in trying to solve some of society’s problems. These studies start
with certain generally accepted values and attempt to see how the political
process furthers their achievement and/or how it can be formulated to do
so. Perhaps the most distinctive characteristic of this methodological
approach is the concern with the process of decision-making: who makes
decisions; why they make them: and what are the results.

In conelusion, political science is one of the broadest studies of those
who are students of human existence. As such, its scope of subject is
almost as wide as all of human life and it makes use of almost every vari-
ety of intellectual skill.
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Questions

1. What is political science? What are some common “subject concerns”
of political scientists?
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2. What does it mean to say that “At times, only a limited number of
human actions have been viewed as proper subjects of rulership, and
yel, at other times, no area of human activilies is excluded?”

3. What is the difference between philosophieal, behavioral, and policy
approaches to the study of abortion?

4. What might each of the above approaches have to say about “prayer in
school” in America?

5. Palitical science, both historically and in the present, has attracted
more male than female faculty, graduate students, and practitioners.
Wiy do you think this is so?

6. The American Political Science Association is the major professional
organization for individuals engaged in the study of politics and govern-
ment, Peruse its home page at hitp:/fuow.apsanet.org to learn about
Publieations, job prospects, and research interests of political scientists.

7. If you are interested in political events as they happen, the sites for the
U.S. Senate (uftp:/www.senate.gov), U.8. House of Representatives

(Rttp./funvw.house.gov), and the White House (Ritp:/hwhitehouse.gov)
will be invalnable.



Economics

Limited Resources and
Unlimited Needs

Zalmay Gulzad

“Economics is about meney and why it is good."—Woody Allen

People and countries all over the globe make decisions every day that
affect their resources. Economics is a social science that studies how peo-
ple and societies allocate their limited resources to satisiy unlimited
wants and needs. The economy is the institutional structure through
which individuals in a society eoordinate their diverse wants or desires.
Given the limited amount of resources, how do people malke choices among
the available options to satisfy their needs? In faet, this problem of limited
resources and unlimited wants is a coniinuous problem that everyone
deals with throughout life and is generally described as the “economic
problem.” Hence, economies is the study of the economy.

The discipline of economics is divided into two categories known as
maeroeconomics and microeconomics. Macroeconomics is the study of
aggregate economic behavior. Macroeconomists look at an entire industry
or even how an entire nation's economy operafes. For example, if wages
were to increase across the entire economy, there would be a huge, wide-
spread impact on all economic behavior. In fact, when all wages go up, the
effect on overall demand is too large to ignore—and we will have to apply
various theories of macroeconomics in order to understand it. Macroecono-
mists look at faetors like the gross domestic product (GDP), recessions,
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inferestrates, and unemployment figures. The economic reports you see in
the Lexder, USA Todey, and the New York Times are often macro-oriented.

Mietoeconomics, on the other hand, is the study of the econemic hehavior
of individual decision-malking units (individuals, individual househelds, indi-
vidual firms} or a particular market. Microeconomists are concerned with
questiors about how individuals and firms decide what to purchase and what
to produee. For example, in microeconomics one might examine the effects of
an increwse in the price of apples. If we apply the law of demand, it will show
us that—all other things remaining the same—~—the quantity of apples that peo-
ple purclase will go down when the price goes up. We can introduce the con-
cept of price elasticity of demand and attempt to measure how large or small
an effectthe price increase will have on the quantity of apples purchased.

In the current economy wages of computer programmers have
Increased. This increase typically causes employers to find means to get
by with fewer hours of that type of labor. When we just look at the
increased wages of computer programmers, the impaect of their extra earn-
ings on the demand for goods and services will be minimal, since they
make up a small sector of the labor force. The predictions or study of
focused economie behavior, such as the changes in demand for apples or
for computer programmers, is part of microeconomies, In short, micreeco-
nomics is the economics of one thing at a time while macroeconomics is
the economics of everything at once. The Wall Street Journal is a good
resource for discussions of micro- and macro-level issues.

Returning to the aspect of economics that deals with the problem of
limited resources and unlimited wants as applied to individuals and soci-
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ety as a whole, can you think of any individual or society that is completely
satisfied? Even the United States, one of the wealthiest societies in the
world, would prefer fo have better health care, higher quality education,
less unemployment, a cleaner environment, and the list goes on. But there
are not enough reseurces available to satisfy all of these unlimited wanis
despite what politicians tell you during election season.

Some of the unlimited wanis and needs are caused by factors like the
following: products eventually wear out and need to be replaced; people
constantly want something different and tire of what they already possess;
and new or improved products are continuously available. Typically; the
wants and needs of people and socieiies are associated with the consumnp-
tion of goods and serviees. Goods and services, known as commodities, are
produced by using resources such as land, labor, capital, and enterprise.
“Land” includes all natural resources: the land itself, as well as any miner-
als, oil deposits, timber, or water that exists on or below the ground. This
category is sometimes described as including only the “free gifts of nature,”
namely those resources that exist independent of human action. “Labor”
consists of the physical and intellectual services provided by human beings.
The resource called “capital” consists of the machinery and equipment
used to produce output. However, the use of the term “capital” differs from
the everyday use of this {erm. Stocks, bonds, and other financial assets are
not “capital” as economists use the term. “Enterprise,” or entrepreneurial
ability, refers to the ability to organize production and bear risks.

Economists argue that the fundamental economic problem is scarcity.
Since there are not enough resources available fo satisfy everyone's
wants, individuals and societies have to choose among alternative eco-
nomic systems. The three types of economic systems that have been
adopted by countries to taclle their economic problems are: market econo-
mies, command econoinies, and mixed economies.

A market or capitalist economy is one in which resources are allo-
cated by prieces without government intervention. The United States econ-
omy Is an example of this model, where companies decide to malze the type
and quantity of goods in response to consumer demand. An increase in the
price of one good encourages producers to switch resources into the pro-
duction of that commodity. Consumers decide the type and quantity of
goods to be bought. If there is a decrease in the price of one good, then
consumers switch fo buying the cheaper product. Of course, people who
are wealthier can buy more goods and services than the poor

A command or gocialist economy is one in which government planning
is predominant. The government owns most of the resources and decides
which type and what quantity of goods will be produced. The former Soviet
Unicn is an example of this type of economy. The government plans the
production target for each commodity and allocates lhe necessary
resources. Because incomes in this system are more equally distributed,
people generally ean afford the goods and services produeed.
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A mixed economy is one in which privately owned firms produce most
goods while the government provides essential services like education and
health care. India and most European countries have a mixed economy.

Questions
1. What is the study of economics?

2. What is macroeconomics? Find a newspaper article that mentions
some of the factors considered in macroeconomics.

3. What is microeconomics? Find a newspaper article that reports about
an issue in microeconomics.

4. What types of resources are involved in producing goods and services?

5. Contrast the different types of economies. What are the advantages
and disadvantages of each?

6. Will a market or capitalist type of economy necessarily lead to more
democracy?

7. Will workers be better off in a capitalist economy or a socialist econ-
omy? See kttp./funvw.amersol.edu.pe/_sramos/socialist for a further
comparison of the two types of economies.

8. What is globalization?

9. How can globalization detrimentally impact the economies in develop-
ing countries?

10. In Chapter 55, Clarke writes that Michael Jordan's annual pay to lend
his name to Nike shoes was at one time greater than the combined
wages of all the women in Indonesia who actually made the shoes.
‘Would this chapter prediet such an occurrence?

11. Burf the Web site provided by the American Economic Association

(hitp:/fwww.aeaweb.org) to learn about journals, job progpects, and
research interests in economies.



The Study of the Past

George Christakes

Historyis a subject that most American college students have studied from
elementary school through high school and on to the college or university
level. While there are varying descriptions of the discipline, there is gener-
ally agreement that history is the study and interpretation of the past. The
widespread emphasis on history thronghout American education brings up
several questions. Why do pecple study history? What does history study?
Is it always accurate and do various historians always agree? Is it a sci-
ence or is it an art? Why is histery important for undersianding current
evenis? This essay will give brief answers to these types of questions.

Why Do People Study History?

Box 9.1 offers an aceount of one individual who almost lost his life because
he was caught up in a major historical event—the persecution of Jews dur-
ing World War II. This life-threatening experience began an enduring fasei-
nation with history for that person.

Other histerians besides Kren have been drawn to sfudy history by a
desire to understand major events or situations that impacted their own lives.
Even the first historian, Herodotus, was attracted bfr a major event of his life-
time—the Persian War of the fifth century B.C.E.*, a war that could have
resulted in the destruction of the Greek society in which he lived. He wrote
not only about the two direct participants in the war, the Greeks and Fer-
sians, but also about the various groups that surrounded them and preceded
them, A few years later a younger contemporary of Herodotus named Thucy-
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dides described the subsequent Peloponnesian War, in which he had partici-
pated as a general. Almost 2500 years ago these two ancient Greeks, reacting
to the events of their lifetimes, began the discipline of history, which would
record and interpret the past and hopefully would shed light on the present.
Modern American historians, including Oscar Handlin, John Hope
Franklin, and Arthur Sehlesinger Jr., also have studied and written about
subjects that affected or impaected them in their early lives. Handlin, who
grew up in multiethnic New York City, has concentrated his studies on the
immigrant experience. John Hope Franklin experienced many frustrations
as a young Black man in a segregated America but nevertheless perse-
vered and became a historian, obtaining his Ph.D. from Harvard. Interest-
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occision even dare to hope that a student will become either an amateur
or Jrofessional historian.

Realistically the insiructor also must recognize that in our contempo-
raxy colleges and universities some students study history (amd other sub-
jects) not because of interest but simply because it is a required course in
a particular eurrieulum or is offered during a convenient time slot. Some of
these students, perhaps to their own wonder, will find history absorbing
andawonderful tool to give one perspective on hoth the past and present.
Others will not. Unfortunately, in today's America students often have atfi-
tudes about history shaped by anti-intellectual popular culture, which dis-
misses the past as something dead and worthless. Interestingly, popular
culture has now become a domain of historians who will no doubt study
this anti-intellectual attitude in the contemporary media.

The Topics of History

Historians write about widely different subjects from the past. Many think
of history as only studying past polities and wars because during their ele-
mentary and secondary education, wars and politics were the only aspects
of history discussed at any length. However, war and politics do not com-
prise all of history. Since World War II, specialists in American history
have written more about such topies as the American histories of ethnicity,
religion, ideas, women, Black Americans, Native Americans, and popular
culture. World history topics also have broadened from the traditional con-
centration on Europe and the Mediterranean area to now include histeries
of Latin America, Russia, Afriea, Asia, and the rest of the world. Within
these geographic areas the topics have included politics, war, and colonial-
ism but, as in American history, also have extended into the study of eth-
nic, gender, and cultural history. While this trend to broaden historical top-
ies beyond politics and war and into more geographical and culiural areas
has been greatly emphasized since World War 11, it would be remiss not to
note that Herodotus, two and a half millennia ago, discussed a wide range
of topics including gender, ethnicity, and cultural systems.

However, dismissing political and military history as old-fashioned
and unnecessary poses the danger of creating a distorted portrait of the
past. At times historians, teachers, and students have concentrated so
much on non-political and non-military topics that they have neglected
major historical events and the importance of these events to their non-
traditional topics. To understand the importance of politics and war con-
sider the impaect upon American women, Blaeks, and Jews if Hitler had
won World War II or if Islam had conquered Europe during the Middle
Ages. The lives and histories of the various peoples in subsequent societ-
les would have been vastly different. Or take a more recent example of a
U.8. history topic—the impact of increased need for labor in industry dur-
ing World War II, which brought women into the work force with the conse-
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ingly, Franklin studied and wrote about the Reconsiruction Period Iollow-
ing the Civil War, which first witnessed many of the patterns that Black
Americans would experience in the post-slavery period. He also wrote the
groundbreaking and comprehensive history of Blacks in the U.S. entitled
From Slavery to Freedom. Schlesinger’s coming of age occurred during
the period of the Great Depression and Franklin D. Roosevelt's New Deal.
As a graduate student at Harvard Schlesinger soupht the roots of the lib-
eral mentality of the New Deal in the early-nineteenth-century presidency
of Andrew Jackson—his study resulted in the Pulitzer Prize-winning book
The Age of Jackson. Later he wrote about John F Kennedy, whose liberal-
ism in turn can be considered a legacy of ED.R. and the New Deal.

While the above examples demonstrate why some historians were drawn
to their subjects, such early experiences account for only a part of particular
historians’ interests. Choiees of subjects ean fluctuate as much as the per-
gonalifies, opportunities, and interests of the individuals who become histori-
ans. Box 9.2 illustrates the path of one historian fo a particular subjeci.

People frequently are motivated to study history by desires to learn
and understand about the United States, their ancestors’ eouniry, or the
world. Others are interested in understanding about ethnieity, gender, or
politics. As students take introductory courses and read history some find
topics that excite them and they read even further; some write term
papers about these newfound interests. Perhaps their instructors ean on
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quential side effect of an increase in the divorce rate becaunse of women's
newfound economic self-sufficiency. To understand this development in
American women's history one must have knowledge of broader American
history including the social consequences of World War II. Awareness of
the relationships between smaller parts of a soclety and the larger society
as o whole is a valuable aspect of the study of history.

The existence of historical hot topies or fads has increasingly influ-
enced history and its teaching. The various decades since World War I
have seen the United States focus on subjects and national concerns guch
as the Cold War, civil rights, the war in Vietnam (with consequent new atti-
tudes and lifestyles of young people), new gender roles and attitndes,
reemergence of interest in Native Americans, Watergate, Iran and Irag,
and the Christian right. Various social scientists, including sociologists,
political scientists, and psychologists, have written at length on these pop-
ular topics, as have journalisis. Not surprisingly, so have historians. Histo-
rians’ works serutinize the origins of social movements and how society
continually develops and changes. With time, what had been new becomes
the old and faded.

An awareness of history makes one conscious that those national
interests that so quickly recede into the background with the passage of
time can often arise again after the passing of siill more time. For example,
{he national interest in conservationism during the first two decades of the
twentieth century faded with the reemergence of business and business-
men as heroes in the 1920s. Conservation was subsequently renamed envi-
ronmentialism and the movement and consequent writing about the subject
again emerged at the end of the twentieth century. Now, at the beginning of
the twenty-first eentury, environmentalism once again seems in danger of
decline with the reemergence of a strong business-oriented conservative
movement creating a scenario reminiscent of that during the presidency of
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Warren G. Harding. Or consider the nation’s attention to the plight of
Black Americans during the 1860s and the 1960s with a subsequent refo-
cus to other subjects in both cases. Those familiar with history are not sup-
prised at such changes.

Historical Accuracy

While Ford’s position that “history is more or less bunk” can be considered
extreme, history does vary considerably in aceuracy (Box 9.3). Often the
variance is not about facts but about the interpretation of events. Histori-
ans usually agree about the facts surrounding the Japanese surprise attaclk
on Pearl Harbor. It oceurred on Sunday, December 7, 1941, and a certain
number of men and ships were lost. We know who the American and J apa-
nhese commanders were. These types of facls are seldom disputed. Where
strong disagreements oceur is over interpretation of the historical event,
Such questions as whether the American naval commander was derelict in
his duties, whether American racism led to a underestimation of J apanese
military eapabilities, or whether the president knew about the attack ahead
of time and suppressed the news as a way of forcing the United States into
the Second World War are all matters debated by historians, journalists,
and the general public to this day. Much in the same manner disagreements
occur over other historical evenis including the Holocaust, Martin Luther's
role as the founder of Protestantism, Luther's racism, American suppres-
sion of Native Americans, and the American Civil War,

Many of these disagreements are honest differences of interpretation;
others are divergent but reasonable views brought about by personal or
political beliefs. Still other conflicting interpretations are simply poorly
done history or even intentionally distorted and untruthfu] renditions of
history. For example, the denials of the Holocaust during the last decade
are indefensible if not ineredible. Without even going into all the evidence
concerning the Holoeaust (including extensive records and films Produced
by the German SS and captured by the Allied armies at the end of the war),
the fact that so many American soldiers who are still alive personally wit-
nessed parts of the Holocaust makes the denials almost ludicrous. Mem-
bers of certain political, ethnic, and other groups also at times iry to bend
historical accounts in order to justify to their particular positions or
enhance their group’s image regardless of the truth. Unfortunately, profes-
sional historians have at times also been guilty of writing such question-
able history. More positively, many more cases can be cited that demon-
strate the integrity of professional historians, who still have written
accurate and fair history in spite of their personal involvement with a par-
ticular group. John Hope Franidin, discussed earlier, is an excellent exam-
pble of a historian who produced an accurate, unbiased history about his
own people. Box 9.4 offers some ideas about finding and identifying good,
unbiased historical accounts.
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Box

History—Art or Science?

The question of whether history is an art or a science is one that not only
has adveocates on each side but also those that argue that it is both. To
begin to understand this seemingly confusing situation let us look at how it
developed—i.e., its history. Over three quarters of a century ago Harry
Flmer Barnes, in a book entitled New History and the Social Seciences,
envisioned historians as social scientists that provide studies and data of
and from the past. Sociologists, psychologists, economists, and other
social scientists could use this collecied data to perform experiments to
test social science theories. Science and mathematics had become promi-
nent in the late nineteenth century with the work of Darwin and the popu-
larity of scientific and mathematical topics, including statisties and phys-
ics. Social science, in its infancy, wanted to achieve similar respectability.
It stressed reliance on and utilization of the scientific method and mathe-
maties (particularly statistics). '

The guestion of whether history was a social science or an art had
arisen hefore Barnes’ attempt to fit the discipline into his grand scheme.
By the end of the nineteenth century the world of kmowledge in American
universities had heen structured into departments of particular subjects
or disciplines with the departments themselves combined together inio
groups such as the humanities, physical sciences, and social sciences. His-
tory was classified as a social science, espeeially by schools following the
lead of Columbia University and the University of Chicago, as Barnes had
envisioned and championed following World War 1. Other schools classified
history as an art, grouped alongside diseiplines like the classies, litera-
ture, axnd philosophy. Colleges and universities vary in their classification
of history as an art or science to this day.
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Individual practitioners of history also differ in their opinions of where
history should be classified and as to how much they utilize the techniques of
the social sciences. For instance, some use mathemalical statistics, the
insights gained from psychology, or some of the theories of sociologists. Other
historians either find social science techniques of litile value in their particu-
lar area of history or find such techniques generally questionable. Read Box
9.5 to consider whether and to what extent history can make predictions.

Why Is History Important for
Understanding Current Events?

Focusing on history as a way of achieving understanding and perspective
concerning hoth the past and the present helps enable us to understand
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daily newsevents on more than a superficial level. For example, when we
hear of prablems like the recent events in the Ballcans, we must have some
historical Inowledge of how the various factions came into existence, the
factions’ pist interactions, and the origins of the hatreds that have devel-
oped over hundreds of years. Tt is impossible to really have much under-
standing, or other than a superficial opinion, about the current events in
the area without appreciation of the historical background. Or looking at
an example closer to home, the historian can explore the complex prob-
lems of the Native Americans. The historian would look at the many
threads that helped reduce the Native Americans to their current state.
One of thethreads the historian would discover is how the nineteenth-cen-
tury Dawes Act iried to remalke the Native American into a family farmer
like the wlite man. Continuing examination of the thread in the twentieth
century would reveal that the Eisenhower and Reagan administrations
again tried to force the Native Americans into a familiar white pattern by
relocating many Native Americans to urban areas and attempting to turn
them into factory workers. All of these well-meaning efforts resulted in
disaster for the Native Americans they were supposed to help because of a
lack of understanding of Native American culture. History, in the cases of
the Balkans, the Native Americans, and other current news topies, can
provide the key to a deeper understanding of the present.

Finally, one last reason to study history—intellectual curiosity. Some-
times for one motive or another a person’s curiosity is aroused. Conse-
quently tle person wishes to find out more about a particular topic. This
writer suggests a good start to find out about most topies is to read about
its history as a beginning approach to achieve understanding. You may
even find this reading of history enjoyable as well as helpful. Consider it.

Endnoie

1The designation B.CE. for before common era and A.CE. for after conumon era
are now replacing the older Christian-oriented B.C. and A.D. This is in response
to the fact that much of the world is not Chrisiian.

Questions
1. Whatis history?
2. Why do you think “interpretation” is a part of history?

3. In your opinion, should history be included in the American college cur-
riculum? Should it be required?

4. Some people study history in order to understand experiences in their
lives, How did this apply to historians George Kren, Herodotus, Thucy-
dides, Oscar Handlin, John Hope Franklin, and Arthur Schiesinger, J1.?
{Choose any 2.)

5. Flow do you react to the ideas that history is dead, worthless, or even
“bunk”?
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6. What are the advantages and disadvantages of including political and
military topics as historical areas of study?

7. Christakes says “what had heen new becomes the old and faded.” Can
you think of something that is of current interest that in five years
might become “old and faded™?

8. This article indicates historical interests such as environmentalism and the
plight of Black Americans come and go. Can you think of other examples?

9. Does history vary in accuracy? Have you read history that you helieve
is inaccurate or, at least, inadequate?

10. Go to the library and find a reputable historical journal that contains a
review of a hook on some historical topic. Identify the name of the jour-
nal, the issue, and the date it was published. Identify the tifle and
author(s) or editor(s) of the book, the publisher, and the year pub-
lished. Write & synopsis of the review:

11. Why is history sometimes placed in the humanities division and some-
times placed in the social science division? How is history classified in
your school?

12. Can historians malke predictions? Why or why not?

13. Why is history important for understanding eurrent events? Is there
somefhing going on currently that you think would benefit from an
understanding of history?

14. The American Historical Association’s Web site (http/howw.theaha.org)
is an excellent source of information for just about any topie in history.
The Smithsonian Institution’s Web site (http:/fwune.si.edu) holds 140
million artifacts and specimens for the increase and diffusion of historical
knowledge. Cheek it out,
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The m@@ﬁpﬁﬁm with a
Persistent Spatial Perspective

John A. Alwin

Even though many Americans only now are beginning to appreciate the
importance of geography, its roots in the Western world are deep, reaching
hack to ancient Greece. Such scholars as Homer, Hippocrates, Plato, and
Aristotle knew the importance of geographical lmowledge and understand-
ing and discussed geography in their writings. In fact, it was Rratosthenes (c.
973 te ¢ 192 B.C.), the Greek scholar who spent his career in Alexandria,
Egypt, who coined the term “geography,” Greek for * description of the earth.”
Two thousand years later a contemporary definition of geography as “the
study of the earth as the home of people” is surprisingly lile the original.

A Spatial Perspective

Unlike most other social sciences, geography is more defined by its approach
than by what it studies. Geography is the social science with the persistent
spatial perspective. Geographical inquiries commonly share three basie,
organizing questions: Where? Why there? and What is the significance?

Imquiries routinely begin with gathering data and establishing the pat-
terns and distributions of the phenomena studied. This might be the loca-
tional aspeets of subjects as varied as AIDS, wheat production, crime sta-
tistics, or movement of international trade. Maps, which so graphically
show spatial distributions, answer the first question: “Where?” They are
understandably the discipline’s most poweriul tool.
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Once patterns are identified, the geographer then poses the second
question of “Why” that pattern or distribution “there?” In searching for
answers, geographers aren't shy when it comes to considering a wide
range of eausal factors. With detective-like sleuthing, they consider con-
{ributing factors as diverse as soil types, history, climate, ethnic baclk-
ground, environmental perceplion, and religion. Patierns rarely can be
explained by a single factor. More commonly, it is an understanding of the
interplay of muliiple causes that adds explanation to observed patterns.
For example, a study of the geography of America’s Midwest Corn Belt
might consider climate, soils, topography, transportation, and interna-
tional economics.

Increasingly, more socially and environmentally conscious geogra-
phers continue on in their studies to ask the third and often most impor-
tant question, “What is the significance” of this geography? A geographer
may ask, for example, what implications a changing pattern of farming in
a developing country has for local diet, or query the implications of a rapid
spread of suburbanization for groundwater quality.

A Threefold Divisiomn

Geography is a wide-ranging and diverse social science, and it is useful to
think of the discipline in terms of its three major subfields: human geogra-
phy; physical geography, and geographic techniques.

We Homo sapiens are spatial ereatures, and the way that we organize
ourselves and our activities on the surface of the earth generates the pat-
terns and distributions that so intrigue human geographers. Practitioners
in the subfield of human geography have similar interests with other social
scientists, studying many of the same topics. Always, however, they bring
a distinetive spatial perspective to their inquiries into human behavior. For
example, an economic geographer interested in spatial aspects of eco-
nomic behavior may map a city’s retail trade area, determine the distribu-
tional aspects of wheat production in the American Great Plains, or map
the global pattern of international air travel.

Physical geographers are interested in the natural world in which
humankind makes its home, primarily the earth’s surface and the lower
section of the atmosphere. These geographers share many interests with
their Idn in the natural sciences. As always, they bring a spatial perspec-
tive to their studies. The Physical geography subfields of climatology, geo-
morphology, and biogeography offer examples. Climatologists have a spe-
cial interest in classification of climates and their distributions and
implications for human occupancy. Geomorphologists are intrigued by the
earth’s landforms and how they vary from place to place. Biogeographers
study the distributionat aspects of plant and animal life.

Geographers specializing in geographical techniques range from car-
tographers who construct maps, to experts in interpretation of aerial pho-
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tographs, to remote sensing specialists who can decipher and interpret
images of the earth’s surface generated by satellites. In fact, computers
have revolutionized geographical techniques. Pen and ink drawings of
maps are now passé, with computer cartography the standard. GIS (geo-
graphic information systems) bas been an especially fast growing and use-
ful computer-related specialty in geography (see Box 10.1).

Themes Old and New

Since the time of their Greek predecessors, geographers have had a fasei-
nation with places and regions, large and small, near and far. Geographers
hope to understand what gives places distinctiveness, how they function,
and how they interact with other places.

Individuals applying to become one of the several thousand members
of the Association of American Geographers are asked to indicate up to
three regional specializations on their application form. They can choose
from dozens of “official” regional specialties—Europe, Canadian Prairie
Provinces, East Asia, Caribbean, and Pacific Rim to mention just a few.
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During their careers, geographers work to better understand their regions
and travel {o those places for research when possible,

At least since the time of Hippoerates, the fifth ceniury B.C. Greek phy-
sician whose On Airs, Watlers, and Places introduced the notion of a pos-
sible Tink hetween humag characier and the natural environment, geogra-
phers have sought to understand the connection between people and the
natural world, In North America, George Perkins Marsh's 1864 book enti-
tled Man and Nature, or Physical Geography as Modified by Hutrran,
Action, awoke Americans to the adverse environmenta] impact of human

natural systems should provide many challenging opportunities.

Like the other social sclences, geography has become more quantita-
tive and theoretical since the 1960s. A growing contingent of geographers
now are fully engaged in searching for regularity and predictability in
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models that simplify spatial aspects of Teality and allow them tfo test
causal (a¢tors. Models help lead to theories relating to everything from the
land-use palterns of cities in Southeast Asia and Latin America to the
development of transportation networks in less developed couniries.
Uniortunately, most Americans view geography as a grade-school-like
diseipline dominated by place-name geography, i.e., inowing the names
and locations of countries, cities, rivers, and mountains. Those who go on
io study geography at the college level quicldy learn that such place knowl-
edge is the most mundane aspect of the field. It merely provides a spatial
skeleton around which geographers build much more interesting and more
relevant geographies that have direct bearing on humankind's well-being.
In our increasingly more interconnected global village, geographers are
in a unigne position to help us understand new neighberhoods and neigh-
bors. Such kmowledge is essential for residents of our shrinking world.

Quesiions

1. Bome of the most interesting kinds of maps are those we carry in our
heads, what geographers call mental maps. Without consuiting an atlas
draw a map of the world on a blank sheet of paper. Show major land
areas, locate and label any 30 countries. Draw in the equator and add a
map scale. Is your mental map sufficienily developed for an educated
resident of our inereasingly more interconnected global community?

2. How might a geographer’s spatial perspective assist with helping to
deal with such current global issues as rapid population growth?
Destruction of tropical forests? Loss of biodiversity?

3. What is a current sacial issue/conflict in your city/neighborhood? How
cotld a geographer assist in resolving this problem?

4. What is a current environmental issue/conilict in your city/neighbor-
hood? How could a geographer assist in resolving this problem?

5. Explain how GIS might assist you in deciding where to locaie a new
fasi-food restaurant in your community.

6. Write a brief essay deseribing the cultural landscape of your neighbor-
hood or community. How do you think that landscape differs from a
counterpart landscape in sub-Saharan Africa? Why the differences?

7. Visit the Web site of the 6500-member Association of American Geogra-
phexs (Ritp:/fanvw.aag.org) for information about AAG publications,
career prospects, and research projects.

8. This site of the U.S. Geological Survey (hftp.//wiww.usgs.gov/) oifers a
wide array of information and resources relevant to geography.



